While kangaroo skins are no longer common
in the area, Cudgee is still a `good place’.

A stockman for the Bolden brothers, F. Tozer,
bought much of the land along Mt Emu Creek.

Taking pride of place in Cudgee almost since its
inception has been the local school and today
the Cudgee Primary School continues to be
a `good place’ for young people to start their
education.

By 1855 land selectors included J. Swanson, J.
Cust, M. Nicholson, G. Price and J. Collins, J.
Bateman, W. Bateman, John Manifold and John
Manning, W. Halliwell, G. Goldstraw, D. Keys,
A.J. White, H.D. Church, Charles Stonehouse,
N. Macdonald, D. Westwood, R. Campbell and
A.C. Uerbergang.

Situated 18 kilometres east of Warrnambool,
the first recordings of landholdings in the
Cudgee district date back to 1839. The area
was then known as Brucknell Creek and was
noted as a portion of the Bolden brothers’
immense holdings that covered much of southwest Victoria. The Boldens were breeders of
shorthorn cattle.
The earliest record of land in the Cudgee area
being sold by the Bolden brothers was a 1500
acre station `Junction of Mt Emu Creek and
Hopkins River’ purchased by Daniel Chisholm in
1841.
After Victoria was proclaimed as a state in
1851, the district was subdivided and Cudgee,
still known as Brucknell Creek, became a
portion of the Parish of Talangatta in the
County of Heytesbury. This was when land
allotments became available for purchase at a
moderate cost.
The Cudgee district was bounded by the
Hopkins River on the west and Mt Emu Creek
on the north.

Other family names listed in historic records as
being among the first settlers of the Cudgee
area were Rowlings, Gibson, Watson, Justin,
Crimmins, Grelham, Burleigh, Grant and Hunt.
Many of those landholders lived elsewhere but
by 1864 many new owners were living in the
area.
The year 1864 is considered the founding date
for the Cudgee township. The centenary of
the Cudgee district was celebrated in October
1964, though the actual date of its foundation
remained a matter of debate.
The Centenary Committee president, R.L.
Drake and secretary Jean C. Hunt, admitted
in the Cudgee centenary souvenir booklet
that to pinpoint the actual date when the
district began was virtually impossible. “We,
the committee, have selected our date as
1864, bearing in mind that in that year closer
settlement was in operation, and both the
school and the church were established,” they
wrote in the booklet.

• Original and more recent title owners of Cudgee

However, the booklet also mentions that the
township’s first school was opened in 1862.
The Public Record Office Victoria does little
to clarify the situation. It lists Cudgee Primary
School (No. 105; previously known as Brucknell
Creek) as `? 1862’, adding to doubts about the
veracity of 1864.
For practical purposes and to maintain
consistency with the previous publication and
celebration, this 150th anniversary publication
for Cudgee Primary School has been timed to
coincide with those milestone dates.
Many of the new settlers in 1864 were survivors
of the Irish potato famine who had immigrated
to Australia.
Very few photos or records remain of the
early days of Cudgee. However, the Cudgee
centenary souvenir booklet written by Mrs Jean
Hunt in 1964 says that at settlement time it
was a picturesque, wild spot. The surrounding
countryside was heavily timbered with gum
and blackwood trees in which koalas, possums
and native cats made their homes. The creek
abounded with fish and platypus, and the bush
was noted for snakes, kangaroos and wallabies.
Early settlers told of an Aboriginal camp,
complete with mia mias, on the common on
the banks of the Cudgee Creek, west of the
road bridge.

FARMING
Pioneers cleared the land for sowing of crops
such as oats, wheat, potatoes and onions.
However, the rich opportunities for dairying
soon became apparent.
Mr W. Hallowell established one of the area’s
first dairy farms during the late 1860s and the
area remains a rich dairying area to this day.
Throughout its long history, most students at
Cudgee Primary School have come from local
dairy farms.
Many notable properties were developed in
the early years. Possibly the best known is
Dwarroon on the banks of the Mt Emu Creek.
The land at the junction of the creek and
Hopkins River was purchased in 1855 by Frank
Tozer. Originally a grazing holding and later
a dairy farm, it was held by various owners
including the Manifold family and the Younger
family (from Younger’s Store, Warrnambool)
in the early 1900s. The original property was
significantly damaged by fire in 1898.
The old Kirkchrist homestead, built in the
1850s, was described in the 1964 booklet as
the oldest liveable house in the area. It was
known to many as “the Chimneys” because
of its seven different chimneys.

Four kilometres north of Cudgee are the
Hopkins Falls, recognised as one of the most
picturesque in Victoria.

• Found in Kirkchrist Chimney ‘1965’

• The Old Kirkchrist Homestead

The first postmistress was Miss Fearnley
followed by Mrs C Timmons. Mr and Mrs E.
Frazier took over the post office in 1912 and
in 1962 a new post office and residence was
opened with Mrs J.V. Cole the postmistress.
Cudgee’s first hotel was burnt down in 1912
when a Mr O’Callaghan was the licensee. To
keep his licence, he carried on the business
from a tin shed until a new building was
erected. The original hotel was owned by a
Mr Campbell and was believed to have been
built in the 1880s. The hotel was closed at an
unknown date after a referendum was held.

COMMERCE
By 1870 the town was subdivided and well
established. The school was operating with
increasing numbers and by this time there
was a post office, hotel with store attached, a
Baptist Church, Methodist Church in Conway
Creek Lane, and a Gospel Hall off Swan’s Lane.
The main Warrnambool-Geelong Road passed
through Cudgee and was serviced by Cobb
& Co mail coaches, while bullock wagons
or hooded wagons led by teams of horses
carried timber and goods from Warrnambool.
It was known to be a busy road and virtually
impassable in winter months.
The town’s commerce sector quickly
replaced the peaceful way of life and natural
surroundings.

Mrs Kerr opened the first store about 1864.
She had come to Australia from Ireland and
had five children. The next store was attached
to the hotel and run by Mr Campbell. Swintons
Pty Ltd of Warrnambool also opened a branch
beside the hotel, which was later destroyed by
fire. Swintons then opened a store attached to
the post office on the north side of the railway.
It closed in 1963.
Reflecting the rich dairy country, Cudgee
Creamery opened in 1896 with George
Mathieson as manager. It acted as a receiving
depot for the Garvoc Butter Factory. Whole milk
was taken there where it was separated and the
cream then taken to Garvoc. During peak periods
10,000 gallons of milk was handled per day and
22 cans of cream taken to Garvoc. Mr Mathieson
was manager until 1918 when he was replaced
by a Mr Molan, but with increased competition
the creamery closed a few years later.
There was also a plant nursery and market
garden on the banks of the creek around
this time.

• Cudgee Plant Nursery

The Mechanics’ Institute Hall was built in 1899
on land donated by Mr D. Owen.
During the 1880s the railway was brought
through Cudgee, and the highway was
gradually improved.

More recently the Cudgee Creek Wildlife Park
and Zoo harkened back to the area’s natural
roots and became a popular attraction for more
than 20 years before its closure in 2013.

The State Rivers and Water Supply Commission
built a reservoir at Tank Hill and a water main
was connected to Cudgee around 1938.
It is unknown when the first bridge over
Brucknell Creek was built but over a six-month
period in 1960 the Country Roads Board rebuilt the bridge.
In 1964 the old hotel building was purchased
by Mr and Mrs W. Chamberlain and re-opened
as a shop. In 1967 it was sold to Mr and Mrs
Morrie Morris who ran the business until
1973 when it was purchased by Tom and Bev
McMahon.

• TOP: New highway below under construction
• BOTTOM: New Brucknell Creek Bridge

COMMUNITY LIFE

• Ex Hotel and Shop

Mr and Mrs LeCouteur later ran the shop but
Cudgee was bypassed by the Princes Highway
in the 1979, effectively sounding the death
knell for the business.
The $2 million road bypass project eliminated
one of the most dangerous sections of the
highway – known as the Cudgee curve – which
had been the site of many accidents. The
bypass also directed traffic away from other
sub-standard curves and a rail crossing.
The bypass also resulted in substantially reduced
traffic flow past the school.
Inevitably the shop/post office suffered from the
lack of passing traffic and was closed, leaving
Cudgee without a general store. It was
re-opened later as a craft shop but that too
failed.

Church was a prominent part of life in the
early years of Cudgee. The township boasted a
Baptist Church, Methodist Church and a Gospel
Hall; however the most common religion
in south-west Victoria – Catholicism – did
not lead to a church in Cudgee. While there
was a strong following of the Catholic faith,
parishioners instead travelled to Panmure and
Allansford for church services.
The first Baptist Church was opened in 1866
and in 1936 was moved to a more central
location. It was badly damaged by winds in the
1980s and later closed and was demolished.
The first Catholic Mass in Cudgee was on
October 18, 1964 for the centenary. It was
conducted by a past pupil of the Cudgee
school, Father John Brosnan.
While church was prominent in the region with
many houses of worship, sport also became an
important part of country life. During the first
half of the 20th century there were Cudgee
tennis, table tennis, basketball, cricket and
football teams.

Although there is conflicting data, records show the Cudgee Football Club won the 1925 Mount
Warrnambool Football Association premiership and was runner up the same year in the Western
District Junior Football Association. In 1926 Cudgee was beaten by Garvoc in the senior league.
Cudgee also fielded in a team in 1948-49 in the Purnim and District Football Association.
In 1925 Cudgee formed a cricket team and in 1936 Johnny McDonald laid a cricket pitch in his
paddock across the road from the school. The team was abandoned during World War II but
revived in 1946 under captain Albie Pulham, winning six premierships in a row. However, numbers
dwindled in the 1950s and the players joined the Panmure team.
In 1929 there was even a Cudgee Dramatic Club, as evidenced by a formal photo in the 1964
booklet.

• Cudgee Football Team - 1925 Premiership Winners

• Sunday School Picnic in 1947

• Working Bee at the Cudgee Church when it was moved to the ‘Main Street’

FIRES
Like much of rural Victoria, Cudgee has
endured its share of bushfire disasters.
Volunteers would always help out in times
of emergency and in the 1920s and 1930s
Cudgee had its own a bush fire brigade.
In February 1898 a fire came from the north
and threatened to wipe out Cudgee. It burnt
to the railway line but then turned east and
bypassed the town. No lives were lost but most
properties for miles around were burnt and
many cows, sheep and horses were killed.
After the devastating 1939 bushfires the
Country Fire Authority (CFA) was formed and
Cudgee became part of the CFA in the early
1950s. The first pump was donated by the
late Ron Owen and the engine purchased by
local donations. Locals used their own trucks
but in the mid-1960s Cudgee Fire Brigade was
allocated its first fire truck. Ron Drake donated
a piece of land for a fire station that was
opened in 1968.
In 1972 fire claimed the old Cudgee Hall. A
short circuit in electrical wiring in the ceiling
was blamed for the blaze. The hall committee
Terang Salvation Army hall was transported to
the site in 1977. It had been bought by tender
for $1520 and was re-opened with an old time

ball on October 21, 1977. Warrnambool Shire
President Cr R.A. Crothers officially re-opened
the hall and about 250 local residents joined in
the festivities.
An electrical fire in January 2005 again brought
the future of the hall into question. A public
meeting was held at the school to discuss
options, including building a new hall on the
primary school site. However, the community
voted to restore the existing building and later
received a Moyne Shire grant and undertook
fund-raising activities and re-opened the hall in
2006.
The Ash Wednesday bushfire on February 16,
1983 was devastating across the region.
One of the largest blazes in Victoria that day
started in the Cudgee district. It later joined
with a fire that started in the Ballangeich area
and caused catastrophic damage across the
region, claiming 10 lives and destroying 161
houses.
A private power line was suspected of being
responsible for the Cudgee fire which started
east of the township.
In total the Ash Wednesday fires claimed 75
lives, 47 in Victoria and 28 in South Australia.

TOP LEFT (CLOCKWISE):
• Veteran members of the Cudgee
Fire Brigade
• Hayshed burnt in Ash Wednesday Fires
• Cudgee Fire Station
• Cudgee Fire Brigade 40 Year
Celebration Booklet - Front cover.
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• Cudgee Public Hall 1988
• Re-Opening of the Public Hall Ball Ticket

CUDGEE TODAY
Cudgee in the 21st century is a popular and
community-minded rural area.
Dairying remains the area’s prime activity, but
there are also trade businesses, a used car
dealership nearby and a nursery operating in
the township. There are now fewer but larger
dairy farms in the region.
The Cudgee hall has a reported 180 uses per
year, reflecting the growing population and
community spirit of the area.
In 2012 boom gates were installed at the
Cudgee rail crossing in a $347,000 project.

With new subdivisions and several new homes
in the area, Cudgee today is a popular and
idyllic lifestyle destination for many people,
including people who work in Warrnambool
but prefer living in the rural environment. This
has led to a different mix of students attending
Cudgee Primary School, with a smaller
percentage coming from dairy farms.
The active Cudgee Progress Association has
about 20 members.
Throughout all the changes, the Cudgee
Primary School has remained steadfast.

The Public Record Office Victoria tentatively lists
1862 – with a question mark – as the school’s
first year and the 1964 Cudgee centenary
booklet notes both 1862 and 1864 as the
establishment year.
The first school was run by the Church of
England on a site near the rail line from 1862. It
is possible that 1864 was the first year a general
non-denominational school was in operation.
The appointment of a new teacher in 1864
gives some credence to this theory.
Regardless, Cudgee became known as Victorian
School No. 105 and has remained a pillar of the
community for the next 150 years.
The Cudgee centenary booklet written by Jean
Hunt says the first school was opened in 1862
by the Church of England under the auspices
of Archdeacon Rev. Peter Tuelon Beamish and
that the first teacher was David Burston. Mr
Burston was replaced in 1864 by Richard Butler
who held the position for 23 years. Mr Butler
had studied teaching at Belfast, Ireland before
moving to Australia.
The original school building was adjacent to
the railway line and had a teacher’s residence
attached. The railway was built through the
old school grounds in the late 1880s, much to
the delight of students who would spend their
lunch hours watching the workmen lay the
tracks. However, this also led to the relocation
of the school to its current site in 1891.

For the first 11 years, part of the teacher’s
salary was paid by the government with the
remainder paid by the students. The teacher
received about 80 pounds per year.
One year a selection of bound books was
donated by the local Member of Parliament,
the Hon. William Bayles, as prizes for the best
performing students.
In 1873 the Board of Education took over
Victoria’s schools and the name `common’
school was replaced by `state’ school. Richard
Butler was still head teacher at the time.
There was no school committee as such to
oversee the operations in those early days, but
a local `board of advice’ was chosen through
a vote of ratepayers in the district. The board
occasionally visited the school, presumably
to check on progress monitor performance,
and around the same time inspectors were
appointed across the state to monitor school
performance.
The inspector visited twice during the year,
conducting written examinations and observing
the children and teacher. If students were
not present on those days they were counted
as failing in every subject. This had severe
repercussions for the teacher whose salary
was partly paid as a result of those written
examinations.
The 1964 Cudgee centenary booklet reports
that seven students were absent one day

because Black’s River was in flood. The inspector, a Mr Stewart, had petitioned the Schools
Department to allow exemption under these circumstances, but this was rejected. The result was a
substantially lower pass rate – and lower payment for the teacher!
Early inspectors included Messrs Geary, Topp, Brodribb, Stewart and Shelton.
To help some students improve their learning and to work around busy schedules on the farm, a
night school was conducted by Mr Butler. Some students travelled from outlying towns to attend
the night school.

• A page from the Register of Cudgee Elementary. Dated as early as 1906
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THE PRESENT SCHOOL
While some doubt exists about the timing of
the first school, 1891 is recorded as the year
the main school building was erected on the
current site.
The move became necessary after the railway
was built through the old school grounds in the
1880s.
A Mr Rawlings donated a block of land and the
new school was built in 1891. The large single
room brick building was concreted in parts and
had a gallery and cloakroom on the western
end. It remains the cornerstone of the school
site to this day, although now used for storage,
offices and special subjects while the main
teaching is carried out in two rooms erected on
site at a later date.
Mr W. Potter was the first teacher in the new
school. The opening was cause for festivities
and a picnic carnival was held on the opening
day.
At one stage the school boasted more than 90
students in the room. There were also seventh
and eighth grades in the early years, though
numbers diminished in those senior levels as a
bus service was introduced to Warrnambool.
Early in the second half of the 20th century the
seventh and eighth grades were discontinued.
In 1895 Cudgee was reclassified from a Class
IV to a Class V school. This was a reduction in
classification and was based on declining school
attendance.
In 1897 students were taken to the Mechanics
Institute for celebrations of Queen Victoria’s
jubilee and in 1920 they joined celebrations for
the visit by Prince Edward to thank Australians
for their part in World War I.
In 1910 alterations were carried out to the
school building with another room added and a
folding partition placed between the two rooms
in the main building.
In 1927 a tender from Mr W. Bickley of
Panmure was accepted for repairs to the school.
The tender price was 146.5 pounds.
A school residence was erected in 1928 with
tenders called for the project in September of
that year. Harry Larter was the first teacher to
occupy the home.
In 1934 Miss Jenkins was appointed as a
teacher at the school.

The annual Inspector’s Report Book provides
a fascinating insight into the operation of the
school in the first half of the 20th century.
While many of Cudgee’s historical documents
have been lost over the years and in a 2009
fire, some of the Inspector’s Report Books have
stood the test of time.
The hand written notes cover maintenance of
the grounds and building upgrades, discipline,
student attendance, enrolment, financial
outlays, library and resources, teachers and
other staffing, and detailed assessments of the
performance of students.
The 1928 inspector, R.H. Greenwood, noted
that the school building was “very nicely
maintained” with a good supply of equipment.
The teaching was also complimented:
“Instruction is very satisfactorily planned and
carefully carried out. The teaching of English
and mathematics to the senior grades was
skilled. Stories were told with very good skill.”
This type of complimentary reaction continued
in subsequent years with ratings of “excellent”
and “very good indeed”.
Discipline was also rated as very good.
At the start of 1930 enrolment stood at 57 and
by August that number had increased to 61 for
the examination of reading and recitation.
During 1930 the school garden was extended
and 25 lunch cupboards installed. By this time
there were two shelter pavilions in the grounds;
one for boys and one for girls. Garden and
vegetable plots were developed and the school
became affiliated with a local horticultural
society.
In 1931 the school population had increased
to 63 across eight grades and by the middle of
1932 numbers had boomed to 71.
Along with English and maths, history,
geography, needlework, horticulture, writing
and nature studies were featured on the
curriculum.
There was also a golf course next to the school
at one stage.
In 1933 an asphalt tennis court costing 120
pounds was erected, along with the installation
of a see-saw for younger students. A cloakroom
at the end of the main building had been built
from local fund-raising efforts.
The school room was divided by a movable
glass partition but in 1933 the Inspector, a

• John “Jack” Mahony’s school bank book from 1929

• Cudgee Primary School 1931

• Pupils sitting outside the old schoolhouse listening to a broadcast from
the loudspeaker which you can see in the open window in 1930

• Cudgee Primary School 1936

• Cudgee Primary School 1939

Mr Scott, noted that the rooms appeared
crowded.

Young Jean was working on the farm in the
morning and at the school from 1-4pm.

In 1933 a severe case of influenza hit the school
and only 38 of the 67 students were present
for their annual exams. The inspector noted
evidence of keen work in writing but said there
was weakness in oral work. The following year
he noted students were showing more initiative
in their oral responses.

“I had to wait until my father had taken the
milk to the factory and got back to the farm.
Sometimes he’d be late and I’d have to get on
the horse and wagon while he’d put out hay.
I had a lot of jobs to do on the farm before
riding my bike two and a half miles to school.

In 1934 the school was formally divided into
two rooms with the erection of a permanent
partition.
However, the following year attendance was
declining with enrolment falling to 59, including
a number who were repeating a grade. The
decline continued and by 1937 the school’s
student teacher was transferred to another
school. The head teacher, Charles Saunders,
was in charge of grades five to eight and
the assistant teacher responsible for grades
one to four. It was feared that the assistant
teacher might also lose her job if the average
attendance did not increase.
By 1939 the school had a permanent water
supply connected from the Otway scheme and
a shelter belt of cypress trees was erected on
the western and southern boundaries.

WAR EFFORT
In the year that World War II started, enrolment
had decreased to 39. The head teacher, Mr E.
Fraser, had a “heavy task” but was able to keep
all students “profitably employed”, according
to the visiting inspector.
Perhaps reflecting national pride during the war,
a new flagpole was erected in 1940.
In 1941 the inspector raised concerns about
“neglect” of the garden and also stated that
“the classroom should be thoroughly cleaned”.
In a comment reflective of the time, the
inspector noted: “senior girls should be
encouraged to decorate the room with vases of
flowers and/or fresh green leaves.”
He was generally complimentary about the
school organisation, but sewing mistress from
the time, Jean Cumming (nee Grauer) recalls
the fear inspired by his visit.
“The inspector used to come once a year. You
never knew when he was coming,” she said.

“I’d have a quick wash but no time for lunch.”
With her heavy farm work schedule, Miss
Grauer was sometimes late for work but
always dutifully noted her starting time in the
attendance book.
However, the old inspector took exception to
these late starts, though they were usually no
more than five minutes and the students had
work on the school blackboard.
“He would write `The S.M. (sewing mistress)
should observe regular hours of attendance’,”
Mrs Cumming recalled.
“No matter how good you were at your work,
he’d always find something to complain about.
“He retired and went to Melbourne. He made
the kids feel frightened. If he asked them nicely
he could have got an answer.”
“We used to do knitting for the war effort but
the inspector said ‘make sure you get all the
school work done first’.
“The new inspector came and I was determined
to be the best sewing mistress and he couldn’t
complain about anything.”
It worked. The next report was much more
positive.
The term sewing mistress was used to
describe the second or junior school teacher
at small country schools. While they did teach
sewing, they were also responsible for general
education of the younger children.
Women were seldom appointed as head
teachers in any school, except possibly for very
small country schools where no men were
available for the position.
However, men were never appointed as sewing
mistresses and only girls were taught sewing at
this time.
There were three different head teachers
during 1942 and enrolments were again on the
decline, dipping to 34.

• An Inspector’s Report from August 1929

In what was becoming something of a trend,
a significant number of students were absent
during the annual inspection. This time 13
students had been laid low by an outbreak of
measles.
As World War II continued, enrolment was just
29 at the start of 1943 and by June the average
attendance was 24. This included just 12 girls in
grades above the first, raising concerns that the
sewing mistress was in excess of needs.
At this time, more senior students were taking a
bus to a Warrnambool school.
The school was described in the 1944
Inspector’s report as a “large one teacher
school”.
At the end of the war in 1945 all grades to Year
8 were present in an enrolment of 32.
During the late 1940s and for the next two
decades the school competed with others in the
region for the Burleigh-Wallace-Burnie Sports
Shield.
Cudgee won the shield in 1949, 1950, 1954,
1961, 1962 and 1963.
The students also did their bit for the
community. For example, in 1940 the school
was working for the bushfire relief fund and
during the war, students would knit beanies
and other items for the war effort.
After the war, student numbers picked up with
43 enrolled in 1946, although some students
had been held back levels. The sewing mistress
was teaching grades 1 and 2 while the head
teacher was responsible for the rest of the
students in a separate room.
Numbers in the senior levels of grades 7 and 8
were declining in the late 1940s.
While the 1947 inspector’s report refers to a
grade 8 student, the 1948 report said grades
one to six were represented, indicating that
it was around this time that the senior levels
started to be phased out.
It appears the removal of the two secondary
years happened via natural attrition rather
than a conscious decision to change. The
1950 report said grade 8 was not represented,
however there was a student in grade 7.
A new head teacher, Mr Fischer, was
appointed in 1951 and again grades 1 to 7
were represented. A newly formed parents’

committee purchased sports equipment for the
school.
By 1952 grade 6 was the top level and 34
students were enrolled. Many of the students
joined the Gould League which focused on
environmental education.
The school was also affiliated with the Victorian
State Schools’ Horticultural Society.
During the early 1950s the old school building
was showing signs of wear and a new roof
and two skylights were installed and the main
building painted.
By 1954 enrolment had grown to 39 and there
were again students to grade 8.
During the early and mid-1950s the inspector
raised concerns about the general performance
of the school and conducted at least one
additional inspection to check progress. At
one stage the head teacher from Allansford
spent time at Cudgee in an attempt to make
improvements.
By 1957 the inspector noted that two young
teachers had just arrived “at a difficult period”
but had settled in to their responsibilities in a
purposeful manner.
By the late 1950s the school was offering
education only up to grade 6 but by 1958 both
numbers and performance were picking up.
School enrolment had increased to 55 and the
annual report indicated a better performance in
school organisation.
There were two teachers at this time but if
one was absent the remaining teacher had
responsibility for more than 50 children.
The head teacher in 1958 was Mr L. Allen and
the assistant Miss P. Oppenshaw. The School
Committee in 1958 asked the Department of
Education to appoint a permanent assistant
teacher.
The assistant was usually accommodated by a
local family, while the head teacher lived in the
school house.
An annual picnic was a highlight of the school
year, but it came at a cost to parents. In 1958
the School Committee asked each family for
a donation to the picnic fund. The event was
to be held at Jubilee Park. In later years the
annual school picnic was often held at the
Warrnambool Botanic Gardens among other
venues.

The same fund-raising rule applied to the
Christmas break-up and treat for children, with
the School Committee calling on each family to
make direct donations for the function.
It was also around this time that the school
decided that students should wear a uniform.
The School Committee asked the Mothers’ Club
to investigate the proposal in late 1959.
Also in 1959 the State Electricity Commission
wanted to remove cypress trees planted along
the school boundary, but the school opposed
the move, suggesting instead that the upper
reaches of the trees could be trimmed. New
lawns were planted to improve the appearance
of the yards.

cost of 171 pounds. The School Committee
contributed 45 pounds for a new book shelving
unit and there were upgrades made to play
equipment and the paths to toilets were
concreted.
However, there were concerns in 1962 about
the quality of the drinking water supply
with the School Committee recommending
installation of a new main water tank. It was
decided to install as 1000-gallon tank stand and
drinking trough with three taps.

The school children continued to contribute
to the community. There was an active junior
Red Cross unit and students undertook fundraising for the Royal Children’s Hospital appeal.
There was also a school bank operating to help
kick-start student savings. In 1959 a total of 89
pounds was donated to worthy appeals.
Parent support was also riding high, resulting in
purchases of new equipment such as a rotary
mower, projector, a magnifying glass and kick
boards for swimming.
By 1959 it was noted that exiting grade 6
students were travelling by bus to prepare for
secondary school in Warrnambool.
In 1962 the School Committee had electricity
connected at a cost of 52 pounds. Fans and
heating units were also installed at a total

• An example of a ‘Course of Study for Primary
Schools’ for Handwriting from 1964

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

in 1956. There was also a `ladies committee’
around this time that catered for local
luncheons, however it became apparent that an
affiliated Mothers’ Club had more jurisdiction.

The local community has always played a big
part in school life at Cudgee.
The earliest record of a School Committee dates
back to 1900; however a committee may have
existed before that time.
In the early years the committee consisted of
a chairman, secretary and six other members
elected by parents of school children. It was
made up exclusively of men in the early
decades.
The committee was responsible for handling
all affairs pertaining to the school, including
carrying out maintenance work on the grounds.
A Mothers’ Club was formed in the 1940s but
later went into recess before being revived

The Mothers’ Club made significant
contributions to school life, not only in fundraising for new books and sporting equipment
but in the provision of hot cocoa and lunches
for students and their involvement in reading,
sewing and other activities.
The 1951 Inspector’s Report Book refers to
the formation of a parents’ association and
mentions a “substantial sum” being raised for
school improvements.
In 1958 a meeting of parents was held to
elect a School Committee. A.E.W. Matthews
was elected president and it was decided the

committee would meet on the first Friday of
alternative months.
By 1964 the Mothers’ Club was operating as an
independent club and had 26 members. Mrs M.
Hunt was president and Mrs R. Drake secretary.
The efforts of the Mothers’ Club led to
the purchase of many teaching aids and
equipment, including an electric pie heater,
electric urn, projector, electric clock for each
room, typewriter duplicator and guillotine, and
a first-aid kit.
In the mid-1940s the school library had been
unchanged for several years. However, support
from the Mothers’ Club led to the purchase of
new books costing 20 pounds.
Like at any rural community and school, sport
has always played an important role at Cudgee
A tennis court was a well-used feature of the
school, and basketball was also played on site,
not only by students by local community teams.
A running track was also used by children, and
cricket and football were played in a nearby
paddock.

The school has always taken part in inter-school
athletics and sporting competitions, often
punching above their weight against larger
schools.
In 1964 the School Committee played a
leading role in planning for Cudgee’s centenary
celebrations. The committee allowed for church
services to be conducted in the school grounds
and also arranged for public risk insurance.
When Cudgee Primary School turned 100 in
1964 it had 58 students on the roll. The head
teacher was Mr Keith Richardson and the infant
teacher Miss Lorraine Coggins.
The family names on the roll at the time were:
Alexander, Ball, Berry, Blackley, Brock, Chislett,
Clark, Clarke, Chamberlain, Davis, Drake,
Feigan, Fulton, Grant, Harris, Herviou, Hunt,
Johnson, Jones, Loader, Mahony, Meade,
Pulham, Richardson and Sparrow. Most families
had two or more children attending the school.

• PICTURED: Cudgee Centenary
Committee 1964. Back Row
- Hartley Ball, Neil Clarke,
Nellie Pulham, Lorna Herviou,
Sarah Ball, Doreen Clarke,
Gladys Jones, Daphine Drake
and Carol Mavis Hunt. Front
Row - Bruce Jones, Ron
Drake - President, Jean Hunt Secretary, Vera Richardson, Julia
Drake and Irene Chamberlain

• PICTURED: Descendants of
Pionner Families at Centenary
1964 - Marion Chislet, Stuart
Hunt, Leslie Drake, Bernadette
Mahony, Peter Grant

• Minutes from a Committee Meeting from April 1958
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• Article on the Cudgee Primary School Centenary Celebrations

In 1965 the Public Works Department built an
extension on the existing school to cope with
an increase in enrolment.

students. Mothers would sometimes find
themselves pitted against students in a
tug-of-war.

According to documents, from 1965 to 1969
numbers peaked at 86 and there were three
teachers at the school.

Cudgee students have always been communityminded. If a local cause needed support, the
students, their families and the school would
rally to help. During the 1970s students made
a donation to the Freedom from Hunger
campaign, and supported several other causes.

In 1965 the preps used a school porch for a
class room while a new classroom and an office
were being built.
The following year there was some concern
about staffing with the head teacher, Mr
John Bell, planning to take six months long
service leave. The School Committee called
on the Education Department to confirm a
replacement.
During 1966 the communication age was
entered with the installation of a telephone
at the school, costing $42. The following year
the school invested $150 in purchasing a new
television set, with half the funds secured from
an equipment subsidy.
One of the main projects during this era was
the erection of a fence around the tennis court.
By 1968 long-serving members of the School
Committee were being recognised for 10 years
of service. These included Mr H. Ball who had
spent eight years as president.
In the 1960s and 1970s an annual picnic was
held, usually at the Warrnambool botanical
gardens, and was popular with parents and

The School Committee continued to meet
regularly. Its activities centred on the removal
of trees, purchase of playground equipment,
finding a suitable way for the lawns to be
mowed, and arranging annual picnics and
combined sports days.
During 1970 the purchase of a lawn mower
was prominent on the committee’s agenda.
For some time a contractor was used to keep
the grounds in shape before the committee
eventually committed $200 to buying a new
motor mower.
Sporting facilities were upgraded with new
cricket practice nets, a sand pit for jumping,
and a climbing tower.
Working bees were regularly held and the
Mothers’ Club continued with its fund-raising
efforts.
There were also attempts to broaden
community involvement in fund-raising activities
with film nights, family nights and car rallies
added to the roster.

TOP ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): • Students lunching in the sun in 1970. • Pupils in grades 4-6 in 1973
MIDDLE ROW (CLOCKWISE): • Geography lesson in 1971 • Mothers of students at the Botanical Gardens in 1969
watching the students play • Students playing on playground equipment - 1971
BOTTOM ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): • Pupils at Cudgee Primary School raised $50.87 for the Freedom from
Hunger Campaign in 1970 • Mum vs Kids in a game of Tug of War at the Annual School Picnic in 1974

A Christmas tree evening was also popular and
from the early 1970s pre-school children in the
district were invited to attend.
In 1971 the School Committee established
four sub-committees to deal with the school
grounds, buildings, residence and teacher
needs, and equipment/mowers.
In 1973 a plaque was given to the school
recognising 100 years since the Board of
Education took over Victoria’s schools. It was
placed on a fence in front of cypress trees.
Long-serving School Committee president
Mervyn Hunt was recognised for his dedicated
service. He retired in 1976 and was replaced as
president by Jack Mahoney.
During the 1970s the Hampden region was
part of the recruiting zone for VFL club Fitzroy.
Capitalising on that connection, the School
Committee successfully applied to the club for a
donation of footballs.
At the other end of the activities scale, a chess
tournament was introduced in 1972 and
remained a popular addition to the program
throughout the 1970s.
The school maintained good numbers during
the early 1970s with 45 on the books in 1973.
However, by 1976 enrolment was down to 37
and the slide was set to continue. The local
dairy farming community was still the main
source of students.
In 1975 the school backed formation of the
Western District Education Resources Centre in
Warrnambool, a centre that would continue to
support smaller schools such as Cudgee over
the coming years. The following year the School
Council supported the building of a special
education school in Warrnambool for children
with disabilities.
Cudgee also collaborated with other district
schools to investigate the joint purchase of a
bus. In 1977 a letter was sent to Member for
Wannon and Australian Prime Minister Malcolm
Fraser seeking support for the bus project.
A response from Mr Fraser was read at a
subsequent School Council meeting noting that
the application for funding was unsuccessful.

The school was being administered in the
traditional way, with the head teacher in charge
of senior classes and an assistant supervising
the infant group.
The Inspector’s Report Book in 1978 noted
the school’s low enrolment and “very suitable
staffing ratio”. Parents also assisted with the
craft program and club activities including
drama, stamp collecting, chess, rug making,
cooking, and tennis.
Cudgee Primary School had traditionally been
a focal point for the community and hosted
many local meetings. However, the relocation
of a new community hall into Cudgee in the
late 1970s lessened this connection. The School
Council was considering after-school programs
for pupils and parents as a way of ensuring
school buildings remained in use. Local groups
including Weight Watchers, Herd Testers
Association, Hall Committee and Fire Brigade
continued to use the school for meetings.
A spare room was converted in 1979 into a
multipurpose room, including a carpeted area
for a library and vinyl area for art. Students had
also started flower and vegetable gardens. The
school property was also levelled to make a
more even playing field for children.
However, enrolment was still falling and there
was concern about the school’s ability to retain
two teachers. The School Council discussed
ways to prevent this from happening. It was
later confirmed that the school would have two
teachers in 1979 under a new staff ratio of one
teacher for 26 students.
The year 1979 was designated International
Year of the Child and the school held activities
to recognise the milestone.
Lower enrolment was continuing to cause
concern in the early 1980s. The number of
students in 1980 was 25, five lower than the
previous year, and the number was predicted to
fall further the following year. The permanent
assistant teacher was advised to adjust her
position. At the time the school comprised two
classrooms, a general purpose room, an office
and a storeroom.

By 1977 what was previously referred to as the
School Committee was now noted in minutes
as the School Council.

The school building and surrounds were
described by the inspector as being in very
healthy condition and the academic standards
as being generally satisfactory.

In 1978 a mobile library was visiting Cudgee
for two hours a week, and a new adventure
playground started being built.

Strong connections to the community
continued to be a notable part of school life.

Students enjoyed community visits to
the Warrnambool library, art gallery and
supermarket and on camps supported by the
Mothers’ Club. Community members also
came to the school with visits from firemen,
the Australian Ballet Company and the MARC
library van.
There were also opportunities for students to
enjoy a “sleep-in” camping opportunity at the
school.
A swimming program was held each Tuesday
evening and a table tennis club started in the
early 1980s.
By 1980 the adventure playground was
completed and in use and parent-teacher
interviews had been introduced along with
weekly assemblies to encourage greater
communication between children.

Historical information, documents and
photographs were stored in a centenary box.
Sadly some of the material was destroyed in
a 2009 fire and other items were discarded
during a clean-up.
In 1984 a Cudgee Recreation Committee was
formed with hopes of raising enough money
to purchase land and sporting equipment.
However, funding applications weren’t
successful so the $700 proceeds of a white
elephant sale went towards building a cricket
pitch at the school.
The past and the future collided at Cudgee
Primary School in 1985 when former student
Father John Brosnan returned to team up with
current students to bury a time capsule. The
capsule, due to be opened in 2035, includes
books, art, newspapers and private letters.
Head teacher at the time, Laurel Nowacki,
said the idea for the time capsule came from
Victoria’s 150th celebrations and gave students
an insight into history.
Enrolment continued to decline in the late
1980s. In 1986 only 14 students from nine
different families were enrolled. However, the
school’s sporting prowess resulted in successive
wins in the Allansford and District Primary
School Sports in 1984-85.

• PICTURED: Alison Schrama 7 (in 1981)
painting Charlotte from Chalotte’s Web for
Storybook Week

In 1981 school numbers had dwindled to 18
and the visiting inspector noted Cudgee was
in a “unique position” of having two full-time
teachers for such a small group.
With enrolments set to remain around 18 the
following year, it was announced that the
second teacher would not be retained. There
was a campaign for a rural school aide to be
appointed as the school was reduced to one
teacher in 1982. With numbers continuing
to decline, a survey of district families was
conducted to ascertain likely enrolments over
the next five years.
The last note in the Inspector’s Report Book,
dated August 13, 1982, reads: “This school
continues to operate in a suitable manner and
is providing a useful service to its community.”
The school started to recognise its long history
in 1984-85 and made a concerted effort to
retain important documents.

During 1986 the School Council successfully
applied for School Improvement Plan funds
for a “get involved” project. This included an
`expectations’ night where parents were given
an opportunity to express what they expected
their children to achieve by the end of primary
school.
The responsibilities of parents and school
councils were expanding at the time, although
some parents were concerned about their level
or expertise to cope with such responsibilities.
The School Improvement Plan was part of
this process, with parents now having funds
to employ emergency teachers, relief farm
hands or speakers so they could gain deeper
understanding of curriculum matters.
During this time the school still had two
permanent teachers despite the low
enrolment. They were supported by a clerical
assistant for about 100 hours per year, plus a
groundskeeper.
Computers were introduced to the school in
1987 and a technology policy was developed to
guide their use.

Student teachers from the Warrnambool
Institute of Advanced Education (now Deakin
University Warrnambool Campus) worked with
Cudgee children during the year in a valuable
placement program for both students and
trainee teachers.
Locally raised funds continued to enrich the
school experience, including purchase of a new

colour television and tennis net. Excursions
to Warrnambool for swimming and visits to
the new shopping centre Gateway Plaza were
matched by school sleep-ins and a bush dance.
Enrolment remained at a low of 14 at the start
of 1987 but had increased to 17 by the end of
the year.

FROM TOP LEFT (CLOCKWISE): • Group Day Celebrations in 1989 • Group Day at Cudgee Primary School in 1989
• Heritage Day at Cudgee Primary School September 9th 1988

• PICTURED: Article on Father John Brosnan in
The Standard, 1981

SURVIVAL QUEST
In the early 1990s Cudgee, like many smaller
rural schools, had to fight for its survival.
Between 1992 and 1999 the Kennett
Government in Victoria closed 300-350 schools
and axed about 8000 teaching jobs.
Cudgee, with an enrolment of less than 30, was
one of those in the firing line and the school
community had to prove its worth to survive.
It did.
Head teacher from 1993 to 1996, Ross Sloane,
said the school was able to successfully mount
a case for continuing, despite lifestyle changes
resulting in a drop in student numbers.

“There was a sense of anger about the
implication that smaller schools provide less of
an education,” Mr Sloane added.

PARENTAL PROTEST
In July 1993, parents took the unprecedented
step of keeping their children out of school to
protest against funding cuts and government
policy.
Apart from fighting to save the school from
closure, protests continued against government
plans to slash funding for the school which
would see staffing reduced by 60-70 per cent
and clerical assistance reduced from 350 hours
a year to 85 hours.
The school was classed as `non-remote’ and its
teaching staff was set to be cut from two to
1.2, resulting in all 24 students being taught in
one classroom.
While the school was empty for the protest day,
the nearby hall was full of parents protesting
the cuts and delivering their own program for
children. A `small is smart’ banner was displayed
on the hall wall for the day.

• PICTURED: Ross Sloane today
(Head Teacher from 1993 to 1996)

There was never any doubt about local
community support. Many of the parents were
former students; some had been connected
to the school for generations. They were not
about to let it close without a fight.
“We had to decide whether to go into bat for
the school,” Mr Sloane recalled. “We had a
meeting and it was an unequivocal yes.”
“We had to show that the school could
produce quality education for the community.
There was strong leadership from the school
community which had a good sense of where it
was going, and we were producing very good
results.

School Council secretary at the time, David
Welsh, said the act was one of defiance
and anger and had been endorsed by the
community.
“I’m fairly conservative normally and I don’t like
to strike, but things are different now,” he said
at the time.
Today he says the proposed cuts were all about
economic rationalism “but I couldn’t see where
the savings were being made”.
“The school was already there and the kids still
had to go to school. I tried to find out if there
was a good reason for closing Cudgee but I
never did find one.”
School Council president Louise Fitzgibbon told
The Standard newspaper there was a lack of
confidence in the state education system and
the Kennett Government.

“People were rightly very proud of the school
and we could show it was still viable. We put
up a good argument and won.”

David Welsh says a meeting between
threatened schools and Education Department
officials was the turning point in the campaign.

There had been a suggestion of creating an
expanded central school at Allansford but
Cudgee parents rejected this idea and wanted
to retain the local facility.

“We were basically told all the schools were
going to close because we fell under their
numbers,” he said.
“They tried to get everyone on side and
basically told us when the schools would be
closed.

PICTURED TOP LEFT (CLOCKWISE):
• Article on parents of Cudgee Primary
School protesting against the State
Government’s overhaul of the education
system (1993)
• Letter to parents from the Council
President - Louise Fitzgibbon, about
taking action against the State
Government (1993)
• Article from The Standard - ‘Rural
Schools Still on State’s Hit List’ (1993)
• Picture from The Standard September
1993 - Pupils from Cudgee and Laang
Primary Schools share a ball game
yesterday during the boycott

“Everyone looked like rolling over but I got up
and said our School Council would keep the
school open. We told them they were going to
be in for a fight.”
Mr Welsh said that meeting was pivotal in
saving Cudgee.
“We told them Cudgee was not going to close.
I don’t think they wanted the bad publicity and
all the trouble,” he said.
“It was a really tough fight but we came out on
top.”
In October 1993 the Minister for Education,
Don Hayward, delivered the news the school
had hoped to hear – Cudgee was to remain a
stand-alone school.
Nullawarre was also spared while Allans Forest
and Naringal schools were to be closed and
merged with Allansford.
There were no big celebrations but there was a
sense of community pride. “We were sad that
other small schools closed but pleased Cudgee
could continue. There was a great feeling in the
school,” Mr Welsh said.
“It was a lesson for all of us that you can stand
up and fight for what you believe in.”
However, not all the news was good. In
November the Government confirmed staffing
cuts would be implemented in 1994.

Ms Fitzgibbon said the cuts would mean the
end of arts and physical education programs,
the loss of two separate classes, and would
“make it extremely difficult to continue delivery
of a quality curriculum”.

CLUSTER LEARNING
During the 1990s Cudgee was part of a
cluster of about 10 rural schools that would
share resources and attend group activities.
This helped to break down isolation and
provide broader educational, sport and artistic
opportunities to students.
Cudgee also returned to two teachers who
were further supported by visiting music and
physical education teachers and a weekly visit
from the mobile library.
A school charter endorsed by the School
Council in 1995 aimed to ensure each
student achieved their highest standard in
each curriculum area. The school adopted
a developmentally sequenced program to
reflect Board of Studies guidelines in the eight
key learning areas: English, maths, health
and physical education, science, technology,
the arts, studies of society and environment,
and languages other than English, which in
Cudgee’s case was Japanese.

FROM TOP LEFT TO RIGHT: • Last day of school in 1991 • Certificate of Appreciation presented to Cudgee Primary School
for their contribution to the Jump Rope for Heart Foundation (1993)

• PICTURED LEFT (TOP AND
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• PICTURED CENTERED: Cudgee
Primary School - School Charter
1995-98 front cover
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Participation to Cudgee Primary
School from The University
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participating in the Australian
Primary Schools Science Quiz
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At the time there were 23 students, usually
working in two groups, prep-grade 2, and
grades 3-6. The charter recognised educational
advantages for students attending a smaller
school. “We believe that the students learn
within a caring and supportive environment,
that they develop a good sense of responsibility,
that they are well mannered and experience
social interaction across a range of levels.”
The charter said Cudgee would focus on
`studies of society and environment’ as a
curriculum development priority.
In 2000 a `Focus on Small Schools’ article in The
Standard newspaper highlighted the adventure
of being a student at Cudgee.

as a computer-to-student ratio of 1:2 and an
emphasis on teacher and pupil contact.
“Our pupils receive more individualised
attention,” she said. “We provide exactly
the same educational opportunities as other
schools.”
At the time the two resident teachers were
supported by visiting specialist tutors in all
eight key learning areas along with classes in
information technology, music, drama and
Japanese.
Around this time the school also developed a
new logo, which was designed by a student,
Matthew Dews and features a platypus and the
Hopkins Falls.

Saving a bullfrog from a magpie’s beak,
removing cattle from the oval and pausing for
a koala crossing were all part of a school day at
Cudgee.
Head teacher Allen Parrotte recalled stopping
a game of rounders while a koala sauntered
across the oval to find a new tree to climb.
“Such incidents are all in a day’s work. They
certainly make this school special and give
children a refreshing perspective on life,” he
said.
At the time there were 21 students, mostly
from the area’s farming community. However,
some children travelled from Allansford
and Warrnambool to attend Cudgee. “It is
a tradition among many families to attend
Cudgee Primary School,” Mr Parrotte said.
“We have many children whose parents and
grandparents attended the school.”
Environmental education was part of the school
curriculum, with a particular focus on Cudgee
Creek.
Students would take water samples from the
creek (found to be a little salty but could be
consumed by people, though better suited to
animals) and review the habitat surrounding the
water.
The school’s rural setting was also a popular
destination for visiting Japanese students.
Sport continued to play an important part
of school life and for the first time in 2001
students entered the South West Sports
Assembly Corporate Cup 3km walk-run
competition.
In 2001 head teacher Alison Storr told The
Standard that Cudgee’s quiet rural setting was
ideal for students. She said the school could
offer a lot that larger schools couldn’t such

• PICTURED TOP: School Logo designed by
student
• PICTURED BOTTOM: School Logo in digital
form

The logo was updated in 2008 to digital form.
Early in the 21st century the school’s falling
numbers again placed pressure on its future.
Long-serving school council member Steve
Lenehan recalls that numbers at one stage
dipped as low as 12.
The then Bracks State Government directed
that smaller schools needed to prove their
financial viability to survive.
Luckily, Cudgee was in a solid position.
“We had a good group of parents involved and
financially we were well off,” Mr Lenehan said.
“We were able to survive as long as we were
financially viable.”
The school started to plan for the future
by investing in a pre-school playgroup that
introduced younger children to the school
environment.
“We had money so we thought we should

invest it in the school,” Mr Lenehan said.
“We started the playgroup and built new tennis
and basketball courts and shelter sheds and
remodelled the buildings to make sure it was a
good environment.”
The current school principal, Fiona Selway,
started in 2002. It was around this time the
term head teacher was replaced by principal,
and the former Mothers’ Club also became
known as the Parents’ Club.

• PICTURED: School Principal, Fiona Selway

Steve Lenehan said Ms Selway’s influence was
crucial in the school’s success.
“Fiona was the saviour for the school,” he said.
“Numbers started to pick up and importantly
the kids liked going to the school and it was a
good environment for learning,” he said.
In January 2005 an electrical fire had left the
Cudgee hall with a $44,000 repair bill. A public
meeting was held at the school to discuss
options, including building a new hall at the
primary school.
However, the community voted to restore the
existing building and with insurance, a Moyne
Shire grant and local fund-raising they were
able to repair the old building, which was
officially re-opened on March 31, 2006.
In August 2009 the school narrowly avoided
destruction when an ember from several felled
cypress trees being burnt in the grounds on a
Saturday afternoon flew onto a timber window
ledge.
The building ignited but fire crews were able
to contain the blaze within 10 minutes before
it spread too far. About $20,000 worth of
materials was lost but it was business as usual
for the 28 students who were able to continue
their schooling. Some of the school’s historical
documents were also destroyed in the blaze,
adding to an earlier historical loss when old
documents were thrown out.

• PICTURED: Article on the 2009 fire from The
Standard, August 2009

On a brighter note in 2009, the Cudgee Corner
project, which includes a community kitchen
garden and a multipurpose sports complex, was
opened at the school. At the official opening on
July 24 each Cudgee school family was given
a bare-rooted fruit tree to plant in the kitchen
garden.
The project was partly funded by the Federal
Department of Health and Ageing as part of
the `Healthy Active Australia Community and
Schools Grants Program’, and the Victorian
Government.
The sports court was enlarged and resurfaced
to accommodate activities including netball,
basketball and tennis. The kitchen garden
experience combines cooking and sharing
meals with seasonal fruit and vegetables grown
by the students.
Students appreciated the new facilities.
A 2010 calendar highlighted the works
undertaken by students to grow the garden
and prepare food, and included reflections from
students such as:
“The garden has more to it than I thought.”
“I love to cook. I love to water the plants.”
“Sometimes my mum comes and helps in the
gardening and in the kitchen.”

• Photos from the 2010 Cudgee Corner Kitchen Garden Calendar

In 2010 Cudgee students excelled in NAPLAN
results. The year 3 and 5 pupils achieved a score
of 647 compared with the national average
of 494, making the school the third best in
Victoria in the reading category. Principal Fiona
Selway said at the time that the school was also
above average in spelling results.
On June 24, 2010 two new replacement school
rooms arrived on site.
The original building was partially burnt late in
2009. In the interim the school had shared a
classroom in the portable building and worked
out of a shipping container while waiting for
the new rooms and repairs of the old building.

School Council committee member Steve
Lenehan believes remodelling and renovation
of the old building and the introduction of new
classrooms gave the school a fresh outlook and
set it up for a bright future.
A Junior School Council was established in
2011. The students organise fund-raisers such
as discos, out of uniform days, crazy hair days,
dress-up days for celebrations, and stalls at
the Cudgee night market, which started in
November 2011. They use the money for sports
equipment, school furniture such as bean
bags, parties for students, and other needs
after receiving approval from the principal and
School Council.

• Arrival of new school room on six Trucks on June 24th, 2010

• PICTURED: Article from The Standard in early 2010 about Cudgee Primary School’s
high reading performance in the NAPLAN tests. Pictured in the article is the School
Principal Fiona Selway

Through all the personnel, physical and
technical changes, some things have never
altered at Cudgee.

The school has been designed so that a new
classroom can be added on site if numbers
increase.

It’s still a small school but one with a big heart.

Cudgee is currently undergoing an internal
review, a process that happens every five years.

In 2014 there are 22 students instructed by
principal Fiona Selway and .8 teacher Matthew
Dodson. They are supplemented by visiting
music/art teacher Merran Moir, the MARC van
and a part-time business manager, Andrea
Lyon.
Ms Selway said Cudgee remains a vibrant
school with a strong school community.
Over recent years school enrolment has varied
from early 20s to around 30, but Ms Selway
predicts numbers are set to rebound.
“A recent subdivision will open up more
housing blocks in the area and there are already
a lot of local house sales,” she said.
The composition of students has changed
since the early days. While dairy farms were
responsible for the vast majority of students in
decades gone by, only two of the 2014 group
are from local dairy farms.
“We have a lot of people living in Cudgee for
the lifestyle who commute to Warrnambool for
work. We are in a growth area and I think the
school numbers will increase over the next few
years,” Ms Selway said.

The school curriculum includes two hours
per day on literacy, 1.5 hours on maths, and
sessions on sport, science, music, art and the
kitchen and garden projects.
Education is still seen as a partnership between
school and home. The School Council and the
Parents’ Club (formerly the Mothers’ Club)
continue to provide solid guidance and fundraising support.
As has been the case over 150 years, the
community continues to back the school.
“We all chip in,” School Council member and
father of five Cudgee students Steve Lenehan
says.
“If we have a working bee at Cudgee we get
90 per cent participation,” he said. “You won’t
see that at the bigger schools.”
Mr Lenehan is also confident that Cudgee can
survive and grow.
“Numbers have been consistent for the last
10 years and the future looks good because
Warrnambool is growing out this way,” he said.
Like in the old days, many students still ride
their bikes or walk to school.

“It’s off the highway and it’s a safe school,” Mr
Lenehan said.
Current School Council president Elvira Hewson
got involved through the Cudgee Corner
project, joining in 2009 as a community
member, and then becoming a parent member
when her children started at the school. “A
commitment to sport and nature -based
engagement through the kitchen garden and
beautiful grounds appealed to my sense of
what makes for healthy students,” she said.
Mrs Hewson said the engaging and responsive
approach of the school leadership was a standout feature. “The school is always seeking
opportunities to support and extend students
academically, socially and emotionally, and
always seeking to reform teaching approaches
to increase the relevance of material taught,”
she said.

multiple future subdivisions, School Council is
hopeful and prepared for an increase in student
numbers,” she said.
Mrs Hewson remains impressed by the school.
“The ability for my children to be known by
teachers and students of all ages, to know and
care for a place, whether through noticing
the creek on the walk to school, helping with
community plantings, to learning about what
school was like for children in the past, to being
aware of the strong legacy of farming families
in the area are all important processes that
complement and strengthen classroom based
learning.”
The Junior School Council continues to operate
in 2014 the School Captain is Shion Matsuno,
Vice-Captain/Treasurer Jarren Maddocks, Chair
Person is Kalin Jans, Secretary Sophie Lenehan,
and activities organiser Pat Hewson.

A focus on being part of and contributing
toward the local community is another
distinctive thread, with the Parents’ Club
actively seeking to create events to both build
community and raise funds for the school.

Cudgee Primary School continues to be a focal
point of the community, not only in hosting
events but in bringing families together and
providing a central place of reference.

The Cudgee Night Market held annually on
the last Friday in November and organised and
hosted by Cudgee Primary School is an example
of this commitment. After three markets, the
event has become an annual highlight for the
school and the broader community.

Cudgee doesn’t need a big school but it does
need a good school and for 150 years Cudgee
Primary School has fulfilled that need.

The area continues to evolve but Cudgee
Primary School has stood the test of time.

The State School Spectacular is another biennial
music and performance event older students
have been involved with through specialist
music teacher Merran Moir in the past five
years. “Both events offer the wow factor of
being part of something large and vibrant, and
in this way the school builds on its strengths of
personalised learning,” Mrs Hewson said.
The School Council hopes to facilitate future
growth. “From a School Council point of view,
we would love to see the school community
grow to at least 30 children to a point where
two full time teachers and the full range of
specialist teaching staff could be employed,”
Mrs Hewson said.
“This would also provide a great mix of children
in the classroom and yard. The ebbs and
flows of a small community and the schooling
choices of parents mean locality is not as
influential a factor in school choice as in the
past, and the challenge for any small school is
to remain competitive in the school selection
process. However, with Cudgee earmarked for

• The School Today

• 1862
Mr David Burston
• 1864-87
Mr Richard Butler
• 1891
Mr W. Potter
• 1924 	Mr Harry Larter
Miss Linda Giles
• 1928-30	
Mr Larter
Miss Giles
• 1931	Mr Larter
Miss Giles
Mrs Isabel Larter
• 1932	
Mr Larter
Miss Giles
Gladys Dunston
Miss Eileen Wright
• 1933	
Mr Larter
Miss Wright
Miss Giles
• 1934
Miss Jenkins
• 1935
Mr Charles Saunders
• 1937	
Mr Saunders
Miss McGuiness
• 1939
Mr E. McLean
Miss V. Fraser
• 1940-41	
Mr E. McLean
Miss V. Fraser
Miss J. Grauer
• 1942 	Mr James Edwin
(Eddie) Saunders
Miss J Grauer

• 1943	
R. McLean
Mr Saunders
Miss J. Grauer
• 1944	
Mr Saunders
• 1945	
Mr Saunders
• 1946	
Mr Saunders
Miss V. Close
• 1947-50	
Mr Saunders
• 1951
G.F.A.? Fisher
• 1952
Mr F.P. White
Mrs B.A. White
• 1953	
F.P. White
Norma Membrey
(Mrs McDowell)
• 1955	
Mr F. White
Miss G Mitchell
L. Neilson
• 1956
Mr L. Neilson
Mr Bill Pike
• 1957	
Mr A. McMillan
Mr L. Allen
Miss J. Twite
• 1958	
Mr L. Allen
Miss P. Oppenshaw
• 1959-60
Mr Allen
Miss H. Fulton
• 1961-62
Mr Allen
Marlene Hyde

• 1963
• 1964-65
• 1966

• 1967

• 1968

• 1969
• 1970
• 1971
• 1972-74
• 1975
• 1976
• 1977
• 1978
• 1979
• 1980-81
• 1982
• 1983

• 1984
• 1985

• 1986

• 1987

Mr Alan Shaw
Miss Hyde
Keith Richardson
Lorraine Coggins
J. Bell
Neil Coverdale
Jim Mahon
Miss Coggins
Mr Mahon
Jim Ford
Heather Tuck
Miss Janice Bester
Brendan Ryan
Mrs Janice Kelly
Miss Nancy Hennigan
Mr Ryan
Miss E (Beau) Collins
Mr Ryan
Miss Collins
Anthony Graham
Helen Graham
Don Olson
Pauline Parkinson
Mr Olson
Irene O’Keefe
Mr Olson
A.J. (Tony) Woolley
Mr Olson
Maureen McKenzie
Tony Woolley
Jo McSween
Steve Patten
Maureen McKenzie
Mr Patten
Robyn Wallace
Barbara McLeod
Laurel Nowacki
John Ball
Miss McGilvray
(physical education/music)
Mrs Nowacki
Alison Murrihy
Mrs Nowacki
Karen Netherway
Roxanne Clapp
(physical education, music)
Mrs Nowacki
Janet Steed
Mrs Clapp
(physical education, music)
Miss Steed
Miss Stevens

• 1988-90

• 1991-92

• 1993-96

• 1997-99
• 2000

• 2001

• 2002-04
• 2005
• 2006

• 2007

• 2008

• 2009

• 2010

• 2011

• 2012-14

Susan Farrell
Miss Steed
Peter Linton
Mrs Lynne Nelson
Miss Farrell
Miss Steed
Dianne Looney
Ross Sloane
Miss Steed
Gary Bell
Jeff Gillies
Mr Gilles
Miss Steed
Allen Parrotte
Miss Steed
Helen Ellerton
Alison Storr
Hayley Hoy
Pam Edge
Fiona Selway
Janet Ferguson
Ms Selway
Kia Edwards
Ms Selway
Liam Murphy
Merran Moir (Music/Art)
Ms Selway
Liam Murphy
Libby Timms
Merran Moir (Music/Art)
Ms Selway
Stephen Hogan
Libby Timms
Merran Moir (Music/Art)
Ms Selway
Stephen Hogan
Libby Timms
Merran Moir (Music)
Kate Cherrett
(Art/Kitchen Garden)
Ms Selway
Stephen Hogan
Merran Moir (Music/Art)
Bill Shorten (Science)
Ms Selway
Ryan McBurnie
Merran Moir (Music/Art)
Ms Selway
Matthew Dodson
Merran Moir (Music/Art)

MARC Library Teachers

Teacher Support / Aides

• 1978-1998 Verna Clark
• 1998-2009 Anne Anderson
• 2010-2014 Chris Howlett

Over the years there have been a number of
teacher aides who have supported students,
including:
• Shelia Murphy
• Val Carter
• Jamie Sorlie
• Judith Reed
• Rachel Choppin

Business Managers
• 1988-2000 Sherri Jehu
• 2001-2007 Michelle Easterbrook
• 2008-2014 Andrea Lyon

BACK ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)
Mrs Merran Moir (Music & Art teacher), Mr Matthew Dodson P-2 teacher, Gryffn Pelling,
Matthew Koliopanos, Molly Morrice, Ethan Drake, Grace Knoll-Miller, William Harrison,
Audrey Moore, Mrs Andrea Lyon Business Manager, Ms Selway 3-6 teacher & Principal
MIDDLE ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)
Harry Dodson, Kalin Jans, Kira Garth, Jarren Maddocks, Sion Matsuno, Madison Hunt,
Reuben Knoll-Miller, Patrick Hewson.
FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)
Mairead Hewson, Jaya Young, Marli Myroniuk, Sophie Lenehan, Courtney Kolosche, Lucy Dodson,
Luke Morrice.

In 1915 Cudgee students donated three dozen eggs to
the Warrnambool Hospital. The next year that figure had
increased to 13 dozen!
The late Ron Drake was interviewed for a school
assignment about his time at Cudgee Primary School. He
recalled teacher Mr Larter, Miss Giles, Miss Phillips, Miss
McGreager, and Mr Saunders. “Charlie Saunders was
very strict,” he recalled. “At the weekend he used to lock
the school gate. One Monday morning when I arrived at
school, a group of us lifted our bikes over the fence and
put them in the bike shed. When he arrived he made us
lift them back over the fence and he opened the gate and
made us bring them through the gate.”

The resilience of country students was displayed during
the 1990s when one adventurous lad fell out of a tree and
hurt himself but tried cover up the incident. Head teacher
Ross Sloane saw the normally energetic boy looking pale
and unwell sitting under shade during the lunch break.
The grade six boy said he was all right but later a friend
confessed that the boy had fallen out of a tree. The result
was a broken collarbone. Mr Sloane applied his first aid
knowledge, which impressed the boy’s mother,
“It shows just how resilient Cudgee students are,” Mr
Sloane said.

NOTABLE STUDENTS
FATHER JOHN BROSNAN
A MUCH-ADMIRED CATHOLIC PENTRIDGE PRISON CHAPLAIN,
FATHER JOHN BROSNAN WAS AN ANTI-CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
CAMPAIGNER AND THE CHAPLAIN TO RONALD RYAN, THE LAST MAN
HANGED IN AUSTRALIA IN 1967.
He was born to Irish parents on April 12, 1919, at Keilambete, a small community where there
were few Catholics. After attending the state school at Cudgee, he was a student at St Mary’s
Christian Brothers Geelong and then Assumption College, Kilmore
Growing up in Cudgee, the late Father John Brosnan was educated at the Cudgee Primary School,
not the parish primary school that was more typical of his contemporaries who went on to
become priests. He was ordained a priest in 1945.
A passionate football fan, he helped to recruit Geelong champion Graham “Polly” Farmer to the
club. Mr Farmer told The Age after Father Brosnan’s death. “He used to joke he couldn’t get into
the Cudgee reserves even when they only had 17 players.”
Father Brosnan died in 2003, aged 83.
He returned to Cudgee in 1964 to perform a service for the school and town’s centenary. This was
the first Catholic service held in Cudgee.
Upon his death, Archbishop Denis Hart of Melbourne said Father Brosnan was esteemed
throughout Victoria for the gentle education which he provided and for the selfless service he gave
to prisoners.
PICTURED: Father John Brosnan, Article in The Standard 20.11.1995

COLIN WATSON

FRED ELLIOTT

The football skills of Allansford-born Colin
Watson (1900-1970) were first noticed by
Roy Cazaly when he was a schoolboy playing
with South Warrnambool, although this was
beyond his years at Cudgee Primary School.
Brought to Melbourne in 1919, he played
with Port Melbourne in the VFA before
playing three games for St Kilda in 1920 in
the VFL. He returned home but came back
to St Kilda in 1922 and went on to win the
Brownlow Medal in 1925.

An explorer with the Antarctic Expedition, Fred
Elliott began his school life at Rosedale from
1929 to 1934 before moving to Avoca and
then to Cudgee and Allansford State Schools.
He became a school teacher but Antarctic
exploration became a recurring theme in his
life. Mr Elliott resigned from the Education
Department at the end of 1952 to join the
Australian Antarctic Research Expedition
(ANARE) to Heard Island as a weather observer.
He helped to establish the Mawson Research
Station on Antarctica in 1954 and returned in
subsequent seasons. His distinguished service
was recognized the following year when he
was awarded the Polar Medal and a Clasp to
the Polar Medal for his services to Antarctic
exploration. He also exhibited a series of black
and white Antarctic drawings and photos.

He played 94 games and was St Kilda’s
captain in 1934.
Watson was inducted into the Australian
Football Hall of Fame in 1996 and into the
Saints inaugural Hall of Fame in 2003.

SISTER BORROMEO MAHONY
SISTER BORROMEO SPENT NEARLY 40 YEARS SERVING THE WARRNAMBOOL
COMMUNITY IN HER ROLE AS A SISTER OF ST JOHN OF GOD.
Born Margaret Mahoney, she was one of the first patients at the St John of God Warrnambool
Hospital in 1939 and she later returned to the city to dedicate her life to helping local people,
particularly those suffering from sickness.
She remained in Warrnambool until her retirement in 2010 to the Sisters of St John of God
retirement villa in Subiaco. She died in early 2013, aged 95.

ELSIE WATSON

BARRY JONES

Early 20th Century student Elsie Watson
was a well-known champion golfer in the
1930s and beyond. Miss Watson won the
Golf Victoria country championship on at
least three occasions and in 1931 with Miss
Mack won the state scratch foursome. She
was a Warrnambool club champion on
many occasions and was well known for her
temperament, judgement and natural aptitude
for the game. Miss Watson was also keen to
pass on her skills and would spend one day
per week at the Warrnambool club tutoring
beginners.

The former quiz champion and ALP Member
of Parliament and Minister for Science was the
grandson of former Cudgee teacher Mr Potter.

Her contribution to golfing in the region was
recognised with a memorial trophy played in
her honour at the Warrnambool Golf Club.

HARRY DRAKE
Mr Drake was a Warrnambool Shire Councillor
for 21 years, including a term as president.

JOHN GLEESON
Mr Gleeson was a past pupil who went on to
become a Warrnambool City Councillor.
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Car accidents aside, Mrs Clarke remembers
Cudgee as a “happy school” with about 44
students.

I enjoyed my schooling. I was
sorry when I left…I missed the
company, she said.
“We had two rooms, one for the younger
students, one for grades five to eight,” she
recalled. “It was a basic schoolhouse but it was
fine for us.”
Mr Harry Larter and Mr Charlie Saunders were
head teachers during her eight school years.
“We enjoyed being in a country school; we
didn’t know any different,” she said.

AT 90 BERYL CLARKE IS ONE OF
THE OLDEST SURVIVING CUDGEE
STUDENTS, BUT THINGS MAY HAVE
BEEN DIFFERENT IF SHE HADN’T HAD
A LUCKY ESCAPE AFTER BEING HIT
BY A CAR NEAR THE SCHOOL.

“We’d walk down to the creek near the bridge
and learn to swim and I remember taking a
train trip to Port Fairy.

Mrs Clarke was a student during the depression
of the 1930s, not that the economic climate
was any worry to her at the time.

“On Anzac Day we would have a guest speaker
and I remember Fletcher Jones being there one
year.”

Getting to school in those days involved a
one and a half mile walk across paddocks or a
three-mile alternate route on her bike or horse
from their dairy farm, Fernbank, which remains
in the family to this day.

Mrs Clarke was also a student for a while with
`Jack Brosnan’, who later became Father John
Brosnan. “He was a very nice young man,” she
recalled.

Occasionally she would walk the
long way from the Naringal side
of the creek, often in rubber boots
with slippers inside.
“We didn’t have many cars in those
days but one day when we were
walking home a car came up behind
us. I ran one way and it turned the
same way and hit me. I ended up in
the drain under the car.”
Mrs Clarke survived without even a
bruise. “The driver took me home
and I wanted the next day off but
my mother said there was nothing
wrong with me so I went to school.”

“We would sit in little groups under the trees
and talk and there were girls’ shelter sheds and
boys’ shelter sheds, though I think they were
taken away later on.

One particularly exciting time was a trip to
Hamilton in early 1954 to see Queen Elizabeth II
during her first Australian tour.
“I remember we all had to wear white frocks
and we were lined up on the oval to see her,”
Mrs Robb said.
One time the Governor, Sir Dallas Brooks,
stopped at the Cudgee rail station and
personally greeted each of the students.At the
other end of the scale were the school sports
and annual concert.

FROM PLAYING HOME-MADE
KAZOOS IN THE ANNUAL SCHOOL
CONCERT TO SCHOOL EXCURSIONS
TO SEE A VISITING ROYAL, BEING
A STUDENT AT THE CUDGEE
WAS ALWAYS INTERESTING FOR
MARG ROBB.
The Warrnambool resident’s family has had
a long association with the school and her
primary years at Cudgee in the early 1950s
were always an adventure.
Mrs Robb (nee Anderton) was part of a halfyear intake in 1949 and she stayed at Cudgee
until grade five.
“We would walk or ride to school,” she
said. “We had horses but the school didn’t
encourage that. Sometimes if it was wet the
milk tanker driver would very kindly pick me up
and put my bike in with the milk cans and drop
me off at school. He wasn’t supposed to, but
we appreciated it.”
Because the path to and from school was more
than three miles each way, her family received a
small government payment encouraging her to
ride to school.
“I remember children used to swap lunches.
Mostly it was home cooking but if anyone had
a bought biscuit that would be in demand,”
Mrs Robb said.

Mrs Robb has fond memories of young teacher
Derek Rintall who loved music and made
kazoos for students to play in the annual
concert. “We all thought he was marvellous,”
she said.
Sports days had to be relocated from the school
grounds which weren’t level enough for fair
competition.
“There was a flat paddock on the other side of
the road so we’d play the sports there, things
like tunnel ball and relay races. Raspberry
cordial was the treat of the day.”
The young student had a regular after-school
chore; collecting mail for her family and others
who lived nearby.
“I was the mail girl. I’d ride down to the
general store, which was also the post office,
and collect the mail and then deliver it. Every
year the neighbouring Osborne families would
give me a present. I still have some of them,”
she said.

I remember we all had
to wear white frocks
and we were lined up
on the oval to see her

Now semi-retired in Warrnambool, Mr Bell
has fond memories of school at Cudgee and
even looks back on the bee incident with good
humour.
He started in grade one as a five-year-old in
1953, following in the footsteps of his older
sister Heather.
He had an extra connection as his parents Allan
and Shirley hosted assistant teacher Gwen
Mitchell.

BRUCE BELL’S MOST VIVID MEMORY
OF HIS TIME AT CUDGEE PRIMARY
SCHOOL IN THE 1950s IS A PAINFUL
ONE, EVEN IF IT STEMS FROM
HEROIC DEEDS.
Mr Bell was in grade five or six at the time and
not one to shirk a challenge. One day when a
swarm of bees came down the school chimney
he was the one to put up his hand and volunteer
to smoke them out of the school rooms.
“There was a chimney in the old bluestone
part of the school building and this swarm of
bees came down and into the room. Everyone
panicked and the younger ones were crying,”
Mr Bell recalls.
The head teacher Mr Allen evacuated the scared
children and commented that if they could light
the fire it would smoke them out.
“Where are the matches?” was his response.
Matches in hand, the young Bruce charged back
into the room and successfully lit the fire but the
bees weren’t happy.
“They were mad and went for me,” he said.
“I came out with stings all over my face. The
teacher had to ring my parents to come and get
me. It was lucky I wasn’t allergic to the stings.”
As it was he spent the rest of the day with
blue bags on his face to quell the stings but he
recovered and went on to complete his primary
schooling at Cudgee before moving on to the
Warrnambool Technical School and a career in
farming and as a stock agent.

“I was lucky; I got a free ride to school every
day,” Mr Bell said. “After she left I had ride my
bike 3.5 kilometres.”
“Miss Mitchell would cook meals for us at night
when mum was helping dad to milk the cows.”
School was more adventurous in those days, and
apart from unfortunate encounters with bees
Mr Bell and his friends would often hide out in
a cubby house built in nearby trees and enjoy
playing football or hide and seek in lunch breaks.
“You did anything to amuse yourself…just pick
up a ball and play for an hour.”
There were regular swimming trips to the local
river and the breakwater in Warrnambool. “I was
a bit scared of the water in those days but there
was no encouragement…if you didn’t want to
get in you’d just get thrown in.”
His earliest memory of the school was marching
down to the rail station to see Governor Sir
Dallas Brooks.
“I was one of the smallest so I was put on the
shoulders of one of the Sparks brothers so I
could see,” Mr Bell said. “The only thing that
usually got offloaded at the Cudgee station was
superphosphate, so the governor’s visit was a big
affair.”
There were six children in his first grade but Mr
Bell noticed numbers dwindle over his six years at
Cudgee. “They were even talking about closing
it at one stage but more families came in and
numbers picked up again,” he said.
Heather went to grade seven at Cudgee, but
grade six was the upper limit when Mr Bell left.

didn’t make it clear in time. “The bus ran over
Keith’s feet. He was only bruised but it shook
up everyone,” Mr Turner recalled. With typical
country resilience, Keith soldiered on through
school for the rest of the day.
The future policeman admits he was “always
mucking around” at school and didn’t really
concentrate on studies until he wanted to join
the force. From dumping dead snakes to scare
fellow students or shimmying up the flagpole
to fix an unhinged flag, young Bruce could
be counted on to be the centre of attention.
“Once in a while I’d get the strap…everyone
did from time to time in those days,” he said.

ONE OF BRUCE TURNER’S FONDEST
MEMORIES OF HIS TIME AT CUDGEE
STATE SCHOOL IN THE 1940S WAS
WATCHING POLICE CARS CHASE
SPEEDERS.
“It was the thrill of the day,” Mr Turner recalled.
“The policemen, Mr Peak and Mr Gail, would
be parked beside the road. We’d see someone
roar up the hill and then the old Holden police
car would tramp it to the floor and be off after
them in a high-speed chase.”
It’s little wonder he went on to become a
policeman.
Mr Turner was at Cudgee for five years from
1947 and still recalls the names of many of his
classmates and teachers.

However, he was always well presented. “My
mother used to say we might not be rich but
we can always be clean. I remember the teacher
one day asking why doesn’t everyone look like
Bruce Turner who was `shining like a pin,” he
said.
One teacher stands out in his memory – Daryl
Gagaro (although he is unsure of the spelling).
“He was like the class clown. He used to put
pieces of timber up the steps and then ride his
bike up and through the school. One day he
went through and hit a drain and fell off…that
tamed him a bit. He was like another kid but he
was great.”
The Turner family relocated after Bruce’s fifth
year at school but he has never forgotten his
time at Cudgee.
“It was one big open room but we got on all
right and learnt all the important things.”

He was one of eight children, six of whom
attended school at Cudgee.
On most days Mr Turner would walk nearly four
miles from the family dairy farm to and from
school, but that was never a bother to a fit
young lad.
Occasionally on wet days he would get a ride
to school in an old ute owned by the father of
fellow student Margaret Grimshaw.
On other days the local bus driver, Leon Hervou,
might take pity on the walkers if it was raining.
One morning the students were told to quickly
get off the bus which was continuing onto
Warrnambool, but Mr Turner’s brother Keith

He was one of
eight children, six
of whom attended
school at Cudgee.

A FEW SMACKS OVER THE
KNUCKLES WITH A RULER WHEN
SHE MADE SPELLING MISTAKES
WERE ENOUGH TO CONVINCE
CLAIRE HACKWILL THAT SHE
NEEDED TO CONCENTRATE MORE
ON HER STUDIES.
This was another era when such practices were
par for the course, but young Claire learned the
hard way.
“It was pretty strict,” Mrs Hackwill
remembers.” You got hit over the knuckles if
you got your spelling wrong. It was hard on the
cold mornings when you’d ridden your bike
to school. That was probably why I became a
good student - I was sick of getting smacked
over the knuckles with a ruler.”
Mrs Hackwill’s time at Cudgee helped set her
on the right path to becoming a good student
– and a good speller - who eventually went on
to earn university degrees in both teaching and
accounting.
Born in 1952, Mrs Hackwill started school in
1956 and apart from the occasional smack
with the ruler has nothing but fond memories
of her time at Cudgee where her father Walter
Murnane was a local dairy farmer.
“The emphasis was on learning and they didn’t
tolerate any nonsense in those days,” she said.
“It was a good grounding. I think those smaller
schools are wonderful. They were very happy
years.”

It was a good grounding.
I think those smaller
schools are wonderful.
They were very happy
years.

The school had two teachers at the time.
“We had a male principal who was an older
man, Mr Pike, and usually a young woman
for the younger years. The young teachers
would be billeted out among various families.
We had one teacher stay with us for about
three months. I suppose there was no other
accommodation.”
All students were in the same building but it
was separated by a divider.
Young Claire was pigeon toed and had callipers
on her legs so had a special chair and was
limited in sporting participation.
“We used to have a school doctor come out
and visit. I would have to be checked because
of the problems with my legs.”
The school had a happy family atmosphere
with most coming from families of similar
socioeconomic backgrounds. “Everybody
knew everybody,” Claire said. “There were big
families. One family had 18 children at the time
and I think they went on to have 20.”
Mrs Hackwill said the children “just did normal
things” in their breaks. “I remember we got
taken to the Warrnambool beach at one time;
that was the first time I had seen the beach.”
She hopes to return for the 150th celebrations.
“I moved on to Melbourne and didn’t really
go back,” she said. “I think I called in 8-10
years ago and it all looked the same to me. I
remember being very happy there. I would find
it an emotional thing to go back.”

DAPHNE DRAKE SPENT ONLY SIX
WEEKS AS A STUDENT AT CUDGEE
PRIMARY SCHOOL BUT MADE A BIG
CONTRIBUTION IN OTHER WAYS.
Cudgee’s unofficial historian was a member
of the Mother’s Club for 19 years from 1963,
including holding the office of president and
secretary. Her late husband Ron served as
president of the School Council. Both were
closely involved in the centenary celebrations in
1964.
“We organised all the catering for the
centenary. It was a wonderful reunion for a lot
of older residents and created a lot of interest,”
she said.

We organised all
the catering for the
centenary. It was a
wonderful reunion for a
lot of older residents and
created a lot of interest

As Daphne Stuart, her time as a student was
short lived after moving to the area when she
was in grade five. “I hated it,” she admitted. “I
didn’t like all the big boys there. My family was
share-farming halfway between Allansford and
Cudgee so I went to Allansford instead.”
However, after marrying Ron Drake and moving
to a property just opposite the school in 1958,
she enrolled her six children at Cudgee and has
enjoyed seeing her grand-children follow in
their footsteps.
Mrs Drake has also played an important role in
recording the town history.
“I don’t know how that started, maybe from
the centenary. Now people send me old photos
and information and I keep them,” she said.
This includes a scrapbook dedicated to the
1964 reunion.
The Drakes also provided board to junior
teachers at the school.
In 1992 Mrs Drake received a Shire of
Warrnambool Citizen of the Year award for
dedication to the local community, in particular
for her service to the Girl Guides movement,
various Cudgee organisations and St Paul’s
Anglican Church at Allansford.

“Children learnt to engage not only with
children of their own age but with other age
groups. There was a diverse range of children,
and because it was a small school any issues
were quickly resolved,” he said.
“There was a greater sense of being part of
the community. Everyone looked out for each
other.”
When the Kennett Government announced
plans to close small rural schools, that sense of
community at Cudgee could have been wiped
out. Instead, the threat galvanised locals.

CUDGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
WAS THE GLUE THAT HELD THE
LOCAL COMMUNITY TOGETHER,
ACCORDING TO ONE OF THE MAIN
PLAYERS IN THE FIGHT TO SAVE
IT FROM CLOSURE IN THE EARLY
1990S.
David Welsh lived next door to the school and
his three daughters were students at the time.
When the school’s future was threatened, Mr
Welsh and the school community weren’t about
to let it fold. He served as both president and
secretary on the School Council during this
critical period.
While Mr Welsh worked in the family business
in Warrnambool, he was keen for his children
to attend Cudgee Primary, not only for
convenience sake but for the education and
community connections.
“They loved the school,” he said. “Jane and I
were very happy with the composite structure
of the classrooms and the closeness of the
community.”
“They could have gone to school in
Warrnambool but it was convenient to go next
door, and it had a nice dynamic family-like
environment,” Mr Welsh said.
Composite classes were a learning experience
for the former Warrnambool CBC student, but
he saw their value.

“The school was the only centrepiece left in the
community. The general store and the churches
were long gone; the school was the glue that
kept the community together,” Mr Welsh said.
“That’s why I fought for it.”
Three of the Welsh family’s four children
attended Cudgee Primary School. “The girls still
have great affection for Cudgee and remember
the red jumpers with the platypus on them,”
Mr Welsh said.
The family was relatively new to the area and
Mr Welsh believes his role in saving the school
helped their assimilation into the community.
“I made a stand,” he said. “I was working in
the city but living in the rural community and
made a stand for that rural community. I think
that helped us to be better accepted.”
“When we left there was a big send off and we
were greatly honoured. Cudgee was a lovely
time in our lives.”
Now a minister in Brisbane, Mr Welsh hopes to
return for the 150th celebrations.
The family connection runs deep. Six
generations of his wife Jane’s family have lived
in Cudgee.

That’s why I
fought for it.

THE YEAR 1956 WAS A
SIGNIFICANT ONE FOR AUSTRALIA…
MELBOURNE HOSTED THE
OLYMPICS, TELEVISION WAS
INTRODUCED AND ROCK’N’ROLL
FEVER WAS SWEEPING THE LAND.
For Doreen Lucas and her father Ebenezer (Bill)
Pike, 1956 meant school at Cudgee.
Mr Pike was the school’s teacher for the year;
young Doreen turned 10 and was in grade four.
“In those days we were all in the main building,
from prep to grade six,” Mrs Lucas said.
As the only child of two career teachers, Mrs
Lucas attended many schools but she retains
fond memories of her year at Cudgee.

You had to be well
behaved with my dad
as teacher. He was
fair but he wouldn’t
put up with any rot

“It was fun. The thing I remember most is
sitting under a row of pine trees along the road
and listening to the Olympics. That was an
exciting time.
“I also remember the butcher coming to
the school house selling meat. That never
happened at any other school I went to.”
Going to sports days at Allansford where games
included tunnel ball, egg and spoon races and
sack races was also fun.
The Pike family lived in the adjoining school
house but being in a class taught by her father
never worried Mrs Lucas.
“You had to be well behaved with my dad as
teacher. He was fair but he wouldn’t put up
with any rot.”
The family left after one year but Mrs Lucas has
kept touch with many of her old school mates
over the years.
She also caught the teaching bug and later
taught at Framlingham and Christian Brothers
College and met her husband Herb and settled
in Warrnambool.
“I guess Cudgee was a typical country school.
When you’re a kid and shifting around a lot,
you enjoy the fun times.”

There were also swimming excursions to the
Warrnambool breakwater and later to the
Terang pool. “They’d pile all the kids into cars
and off we’d go, no seat belts or anything,”
Mrs Kirkwood remembers. “We always had a
lot of parents to drive us places.”
Mrs Kirkwood was also in the Red Cross club
and took part in the State Savings Bank savings
program. “We were always taught to save our
money,” she said.
While school was fun, there were days that
weren’t so good.

SEVENTY NINE FAST SKIPS WERE
ENOUGH TO EARN FIRST PLACE AT
THE ALLANSFORD AND DISTRICT
SCHOOLS SPORTS ASSOCIATION FOR
EDNA BROCK BACK IN 1960...AND
SHE STILL HAS THE WINNING TICKET
TO PROVE IT.
“I was good at a few sports but speed skipping
was my best,” she said. “I’m not sure how long
that took but it was a record at the time.”
Edna, now Edna Kirkwood, grew up nearby
on her father Douglas’ dairy farm. She stayed
in the area until 19 when she was married
to Ivan Kirkwood and moved to a sheep
farm at Penshurst before recently retiring to
Warrnambool.
Her five cousins also attended Cudgee school.
Mrs Kirkwood did all her primary schooling at
Cudgee. “We had good fun. There weren’t
a lot of kids but there were no fights or
problems,” she said.
The annual school sports were always a
highlight and the Cudgee kids would go
through trials on home soil to pick out the best
competitors to send to the regional event.
“We usually did pretty well,” Mrs Kirkwood
remembers. “There were potato sack races,
running, high jump, long jump. We could train
on our own running track around the school
at Cudgee. We also had a basketball court and
tennis courts so we were a pretty good sporting
school.”

When the inspector would visit
we’d have to sit up and do
everything perfectly. And then a
nurse would visit and we’d line
up for our immunisation needles.
They weren’t too bad.
During her time at Cudgee Laurie Allen and Mr
White were the head teachers and Miss Twaite
and Miss Fulton the assistants.
“They were friendly teachers and there was
never any trouble,” Mrs Kirkwood said.

and took pains to explain to us kids that her
husband was a `Protestant, a Freemason and
a good neighbour’. It didn’t mean a thing in
Cudgee. The first thing we were taught at the
state school was to forget religion and politics
and to deal with people.”
Sport was also big at the school, though Father
Brosnan was hardly an elite athlete.
“People think I’m joking at sportsman’s night
when I say I was dropped from the Cudgee
State School football team that had only 12 kids
in it, but I’m not. I couldn’t even get a seat on
the interchange bench,” he told Tom Prior.

NOT MANY CUDGEE STUDENTS
HAVE HAD THEIR SCHOOL
MEMORIES DOCUMENTED
BUT `JACK’ BROSNAN – OR
FATHER JOHN BROSNAN AS HE
LATER BECAME KNOWN – TOLD
HIS STORY IN THE BIOGRAPHY `A
KNOCKABOUT PRIEST’.
“We learned a lot of good lessons at Cudgee
which stood us in good stead later in life,”
Father Brosnan told his biographer Tom Prior.
There were only a handful of Catholic families
in the Cudgee area at the time; most were
Baptists of English or Scottish origin who voted
for the Country Party. “They were much more
alarmed at my Dad’s Labor convictions than by
his Catholic faith,” Father Brosnan said.
“I remember the local Labor member, a man
named Bailey, used to stay at our place when
he came to Cudgee. It was like having Stalin
or Trotsky in the front room as far as the local
true-blue Country Party conservatives were
concerned.”
However, faith and politics didn’t harm local
relations.
“Those Baptist dairy farmers at Cudgee
were top people,” Father Brosnan said in the
biography. “You couldn’t have had better
neighbours. I remember once when mother
was sick and a lady neighbour dropped in a
hot meal for Dad and us kids. Dad was grateful

In cricket he was `long stop’, positioned behind
the wicket keeper. “Long stop was the job
given to you if you weren’t needed.”
Father Brosnan said there were tough times
in the world while he was at Cudgee. “There
were bad times most places in the world in
the 1930s. Certainly a lot of Australians were
hungry and cold but we had things pretty
sweet at Cudgee. Dad had his government job
with the railways, his cows, Mother’s vegetables
in the garden and there were plenty of rabbits
about. We’d never starve. At night we said
prayers for children who were less fortunate.”
Father Brosnan said in this biography that
his main contact with the outside world was
through the railway. “We were the poorest
kids in the class at Cudgee State School but
we were famous on two counts; we knew Reg
Hickey, Geelong’s captain, and we had been to
Melbourne.”
Father Brosnan returned for the centenary
celebrations in 1964. When he visited friends
in the area in 1981 he told The Standard
that “You know they used to have 90 at that
primary school. I’m told there’ll be 16 this year,
but they didn’t have buses then.”

We learned a lot of
good lessons at Cudgee
which stood us in good
stead later in life.

MARY DAY (NEE MEADE) COULD
NEVER QUITE UNDERSTAND WHY
THE STATE GOVERNMENT SENT MILK
TO THE CUDGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL.
“Coming from a dairy farm I always thought it
funny that they delivered milk to us as we had
heaps at home anyway,” Mrs Day said.
But she wasn’t complaining.
“Most schools had to drink this milk cold but
at Cudgee the Mothers’ Club had a roster to
come and make this cold milk into milo/hot
chocolate for us. Of recent years, some of my
friends also spoke about the milk getting left in
the sun and going sour, but that didn’t happen
at Cudgee as far as I recall.”
Mrs Day’s two older sisters Maureen and Carol
attended the school, as did her two younger
brothers John and Peter. Mary was one of three
generations of Meades to attend the school.
“Laurie Allan was a wonderful teacher. When I
attended the school there were two rooms, the
small room and the big room. My memory tells
me that prep, 1 and 2 were in the small room
and grade 3-6 in the big room,” she said.

Mr Allan was keen on sports
and the school sports at Allansford
were something the whole school
looked forward to and prepared
for.
One of the events at the sports was marching.
We used to practice our marching around the
tennis court. “We had to all wear white to the
sports and we had a red sash too and for the
marching a banner to carry out the front,” Mrs
Day, now 62 and living in Elliminyt near Colac,
recalled. “I wasn’t very good at sports but one
year I got to carry the banner – what a thrill.”
Events included goal throwing, speed skipping,
running, high jump, long jump, egg and spoon
races and sack races.
“I remember for the sack races that the kids
from some of the other schools just got into the
sack and tried to jump along but Mr Allan got
us to push our feet into the corner of the sack
and draw each corner up tight and then you
could almost ‘run’ in the sack. Mrs Allan used
to help count the speed skipping. The idea was

to see how many times you could turn the rope
over in a period of time, preferably without
stopping.”
When it came to mowing the lawns, the boys
of the school were recruited. “They used to
push a mower all over the school grounds. I
can’t imagine that happening these days in
view of all the safety rules,” Mrs Day said.
Another ‘sport’ event was the slow bike race.
“I was no good at sport races but I did rather
well at this event. If my memories are correct,
John Mahoney and I had a battle for who
could come last and go the slowest around the
school yard without falling off and just sort of
balancing on the bike– last over the line was
first.
Mr Allen helped foster her love of reading
books. “I will never forget how he used to
read to us and he really brought the Henry
Lawson story of ‘The Loaded Dog’ to life by
reading a bit each day and I recall hanging on
his words and waiting the next day to see what
happened.
Another big event was the end of year concert
in the Cudgee Hall. “One year the play asked
for one of the student actors to ‘throw’ flour
from a mixing bowl off stage and this seemed
to go well until the students on the stage
gasped and then started laughing – Mr Allan
had to step from behind the curtain and reveal
to the audience where the flour had landed.”
On the final day of school each year there was
a party and everyone brought something to
share. “I don’t recall potato chips and lollies
that seem to be the go at parties for kids these
days; the foods I remember from these parties
were apricots and cherries,” Mrs Day said.
Today’s students don’t have to deal with Mr
Allan’s ‘Mandrake’. “If a student was really
bad they would have to walk over to the
headmaster’s residence next door and ask Mrs
Allen for ‘Mandrake’ which was a strap. I can’t
recall this being used much at all but we all
knew about it and the thought of it seemed to
act as a deterrent.”
Mary has kept touch with the education
system. She works as a principal’s assistant at
Trinity College in Colac.

• Cudgee Primary School 1960

• Sports Day at Cudgee Primary School

“But I’d already said yes,” Mrs Cumming
recalled. “I was over 21 and decided for myself.
I still did all the jobs on the farm. I could do a lot
in those days.
Mrs Cumming taught grades one to four for the
last two months of 1941 and from 1942 was in
charge of grades one and two.
“There were 43 students, I think, in the school
and 22 or 23 were in grades one and two. I got
to teach them every afternoon.”
She worked from 1-4pm after completing farm
jobs and riding 2.5 miles to the school.
“After the children left at 3.30 I’d prepare work
for the next day,” she said.
They were good times.

THE JOB OF `SEWING MISTRESS’
AT CUDGEE ENTAILED A LOT
MORE THAN SEWING.
Jean Cumming (nee Grauer) held the role during
World War II and recalls that sewing was only a
small part of the instruction given to students.
“We taught sewing to the girls for one hour on
a Friday afternoon. The other time you taught
ordinary school work,” she said.
“We’d have sums on the board to do, then we
had sounds and double sounds. They’d spend
about 10 minutes going through the sounds
and then they’d sit down and go through their
readers.
Mrs Cumming was living and working on the
family farm between Cudgee and Allansford
when she was offered the job.
Vera Fraser, the daughter of the store keeper at
Cudgee, was leaving the position and the school
teacher asked if Jean was interested in filling the
vacancy.
“They’d had a couple of applications but
they weren’t suitable. They asked if I would
be sewing mistress and I said yes of course I
would.”

“The kids respected you in those days; they
were well behaved kids,” Mrs Cumming recalls.
“There was one little boy whose mother had
died. He was about five. Every time I’d ride my
bike down to the gate, no matter where that
little boy was playing he’d come down and
meet me. He’d take my hand and we’d walk up
to the school together.”
“A few years later his younger brother did the
same.”
Most students were from dairy farms and their
fathers were exempt from going to the war to
keep producing food.
However, the students did their bit to help the
war effort.
“We used to do knitting for the war effort,” Mrs
Cumming recalled. “They were great knitters –
not that I could knit much; their mothers taught
them. We used to knit socks and balaclavas.”
She was paid 19 shillings and ten pence per
week for the first three months. It eventually
increased to nearly 30 shillings.

This was in October 1941.

Her school teaching career ended when she
went from being Jean Grauer to Jean Cumming.
She left the school in March 1946 when she
married Morton Cumming.

However, young Jean’s enthusiasm wasn’t
matched by the father who said no because
her brothers were away in the war and she was
needed on the farm.

“Once you were married you couldn’t teach any
more, but I wouldn’t have been able to anyway
because when I married I moved into Allansford
township.”

“Being the oldest girl I had to stay home and
work on the farm,” she said.

MARY JOSEPH (NEE MAHONY) HAS
MANY TREASURED MEMORIES OF
HER TIME AT CUDGEE IN THE 1960S,
STARTING FROM HER FIRST BRUSH
WITH EDUCATION.
“I was very proud of myself in prep when I
finally mastered the finger movements for Incy
Wincy Spider,” she says today. However, she
found the song about Five Little Ducks to be
very sad, “especially the part where none of her
little ducks came back”.
At the time students learnt maths with coloured
rods called Cuisenaire and the teacher used
flash cards to help with reading and spelling.
“We would sit cross legged on the floor
enthralled whenever the teacher read us the
next chapter in the series of The Magic Faraway
Tree,” Mrs Joseph said.
Sport in the junior classes consisted of ball
games and chasing games like Indians and
Tepees. “We loved playing ‘Oranges and
Lemons’ where we got caught under the
arches. Another favorite was ‘What’s the time
Mr Wolf?’ especially when the teacher played
the part of Mr Wolf.”
Art activities included finger painting and
modeling with clay.
At lunch or play students were left to their own
devices without supervision as the head teacher
went home to the school house. Many recesses
were spent playing in the pine trees at the back
of the school where students built pine needle
nests, cubbies and climbed the branches.
Playing on the asphalt at the front of the school
was mainly reserved for marbles, hopscotch,
hula hoops or skipping games.
“We rode our bikes to school, and would meet
up with other families on the way and ride
together,” Mrs Joseph recalls. “I dreaded cold,
frosty mornings when our fingers would be
aching and chilled to the bone from the cold,
even though we wore knitted gloves.”
If the mornings were often too cold, the journey
home after school was the best part of the day.
“We would try riding over old empty beer cans
that we found discarded on the side of the
road. Sometime we used them as obstacles to
weave around on our bikes. We would have
competitions to see who could ride the longest

distance by just coasting along with our feet on
the handlebars or riding hands free.”
In school in the senior levels students had to
rule neat red margins and try to keep the page
free from ink blots. One year a big collage was
made for the back wall of the classroom on
the theme of the Warrnambool show. Other
art activities were knitting squares for the Red
Cross blankets, finger knitting, making kites
and papier mache models. “We constructed
model houses with PVA glue and matchsticks or
icy pole sticks and we would spend the rest of
the day peeling layers of glue off our hands,”
Mrs Joseph remembered.
At times a big wooden chest of library books
would be delivered to the school
A crate of milk bottles with foil lids also arrived
in the mornings and placed under the tree just
inside the front gate. “By lunch time on a hot
day the milk was tepid and starting to turn
sour. I never liked milk to begin with and I had
to force myself to drink the warm milk without
gagging. It turned me off milk for life.”
School concerts were held annually at
Christmas in the Cudgee hall. “We would all
traipse down there on the day to rehearse.
Generally we were more excited at the prospect
of the present that Santa gave us at the end
than the actual performance.”
Music and story writing were Mrs Joseph’s
favourite subjects. “The teachers would write
the words of a song on a big sheet of paper
and we would sing them. Occasionally an
itinerant music teacher visited us. She played
guitar to accompany our singing,” she said.
Mrs Joseph recalls one summer day in 1967
when the Allansford school students arrived
by car at our school and they all walked to the
Hopkins Falls and back. “We explored the falls
and walked barefoot over the top of the falls on
the east side of the bridge. We trudged back to
school totally exhausted.”
Swimming lessons were at the Warrnambool
pool and a group of volunteer parents drove
students there and back. “Oh, the humiliation
of having to wear a shower cap instead of just
getting my hair wet! I promised myself that if
I ever had children I would never make them
wear old fashioned or odd attire. After all those
lessons all I could manage was to float on my
back or stomach and torpedo.”

GETTING TO SCHOOL WAS EASY
FOR MARY TOBIN (NEE MAHONY)
WHEN SHE STARTED AT CUDGEE
IN 1930.
She would simply “dink” on the back while one
her brothers rode the family horse.
There was a paddock for the horses to graze
during the day but there was one horse known
to have discovered a way to get out.
Although she eventually rode her own horse
to school until grade 8, Mrs Tobin sometimes
had her own problems. On one occasion when
she was on the horse and her brother Jack was
about to mount, the horse moved and she fell,
breaking her arm.

Every Monday
morning the students
would line up when
the bell went to
honour the flag.

When they arrived at school, students would
face 10 mental maths problems written on the
board. They would also have homework to do
at night, generally spelling or sums, in a special
exercise book.

The Protestant students had their own Bible and
often sang songs; the Catholics had no books
or singing.

“We had to show our homework to the teacher
the next morning to be corrected,” she recalled.

Mrs Tobin can’t remember the playground rules
but recalls that everyone played together, with
games ranging from basketball and tennis to
marbles and skipping, along with the country
tradition of climbing trees.

The girls’ uniform consisted of a white blouse
and navy tunic and belt. In later years there was
also a navy jumper. The boys would wear a shirt
and dark pants and canvas shoes for sport.
“We’d change out of our uniform as soon as
we got home,” she said.
Mrs Tobin doesn’t remember her parents going
to school to see the teachers, though there was
an annual report, but she does recall a visiting
priest attending the school once a month.

Every Monday morning the students would line
up when the bell went to honour the flag.

The senior teacher would go home to the
school house for lunch, leaving the students
without supervision.
Lunch would usually consist of sandwiches, all
taken to school in one case for the family.
“The oldest girl would make the sandwiches,
usually two for the boys, one for the girls, but
there was never a limit,” Mrs Tobin said.
There would be plenty of sweet food and a
piece of fruit as well.
Each child would have their own schoolbag for
books.
Young Mary was one of five Mahony children
to attend the school. For a couple of years all
five were there at the same time. She went
on to Sacred Heart College in Ballarat and left
school just before finishing year 12 to go home
and help on the farm.
Mrs Tobin is now retired and living in
Warrnambool.

Naturally the teacher
was upset but he never
found out who stole the
dreaded straps.

He also skipped school from time to time.
“We’d play wag under the second rail bridge.
We’d go skidding on our bums down the hill
till we got sick of it. We went home early so we
got in trouble for that.”

ONE OF FOUR GENERATIONS TO
ATTEND THE SCHOOL, MR HUNT
WAS A STUDENT FROM 1935 FOR
ALMOST EIGHT YEARS.
“I left when I was 13 and a half,” the retired
85-year-old dairy farmer said. “My parents had
measles and I had to help on the farm. I used to
ride my bike past the school to get the mail and
one day I said to my friend Cyril Drake to have
my books out the front. I’d had enough and
went home on the farm. There was no other
choice at the time.”
Charlie Saunders was head teacher at the start
of Mr Hunt’s schooling; Eddie McLean later
took on the role.
One of the assistants, Miss McGuiness, lived
with young Mervyn’s uncle. “She’d ride to
school on a milk wagon and we’d hitch a ride
on the back and stand between the milk cans.
Young Mervyn wasn’t above a few hijinks back
in the day.
He recalls sneaking into the teacher’s desk with
his mate Arthur Chislett and stealing his two
straps (known as Horace and Hector) and then
turfing them into Cudgee creek, which was in
flood at the time.
“Arthur threw his strap but it got caught in the
branch of a tree. He had to climb out on the
limb to get it down into the water.”
Naturally the teacher was upset but he never
found out who stole the dreaded straps.

When his four children were attending Cudgee,
Mr Hunt returned and joined the School
Council, including several years as president.
“I never liked school but I enjoyed the School
Council,” he said.
While not a student at Cudgee, Mervyn’s
wife Jean wrote the 1964 Cudgee history
booklet and was a long-serving member of the
Mothers’ Club.
She was part of some imaginative fund-raising
efforts.
“One of the fund-raisers was to collect all the
beer bottles from local roads and sell them.
We made a lot of money from that and then
purchased prizes for a Pick A Box night, like the
Bob Dyer TV show.”
This was in the late 1960s and another fundraiser - a local football challenge – left an even
greater impression.
The Cudgee Creek Killers lined up against the
Hopkins River Hounds and Mervyn Hunt still
bears the scars.
“It was fun but when you put old fellas on the
field they think they’re teenagers again,” he
said.
“I’ve still got a scar on my hip from it. Ian Bant
and I went straight at each other and he wiped
me out.
“I know the teacher couldn’t walk the next few
days and had to sit at his desk and use a pointer
to the blackboard.”

Luckily not all Mrs James’ memories of Cudgee
are so tough. Now 92, Mrs James is one of the
oldest surviving Cudgee students and looks
back on “a great time” at the school. “It was
a lovely school and I made good friends,” she
said.
Her earlier teachers, Mrs and Mrs Larter and
Miss Giles, were “lovely”, Mrs James added.
The Chislett family grew up on a dairy farm
in Swans Lane and all four children attended
Cudgee Primary School. For her first two
years at school, young Phyllis lived on her
grandparents’ farm which was closer to
Cudgee.

WHEN PHYLLIS JAMES (NEE
CHISLETT) SAW HER YOUNGER
BROTHER ABOUT TO COP A HIDING
FOR TURNING UP LATE TO SCHOOL
ONE WET MORNING, SHE WASN’T
ABOUT TO STAND BY AND LET IT
HAPPEN WITHOUT PROTEST.
“I clearly remember running down to the
teacher and saying `don’t you hit my brother’,”
Mrs James recalls.
“He never touched him,” she adds with the
pride of a big sister who continues to be great
mates with her sibling, Arthur.
But if she saved Arthur from the teacher’s
notorious strap on that occasion in the 1930s,
there were plenty of instances when they fell
victim of his tough discipline.
“He was an awfully tough teacher. He’d belt the
daylights out of all of us. If my writing wasn’t
leaning the right way, I’d cop it,” she said.
“He’d hit everyone except for two families and
that was because he went to the pub with their
fathers.”
Arthur and his mate Mervyn Hunt later
conspired to remove the straps and throw them
in the creek.
Parents also intervened and according to Mrs
James held a meeting about the teacher’s
penchant for hitting children. “They called a
meeting and had him moved into Warrnambool.
I don’t think he lasted long there either.”

Grandma drove me to the
Cudgee school hill on a horse
and jinker and I’d walk the rest
of the way, she said.
Once her younger sister Gwadys started school,
Phyllis returned home and their mother would
drive them to school.
Fun times at school including skipping rope and
playing hopscotch but one lunch break of fun
turned into disaster.
“There were two boys on one end of the seesaw and two girls on the other end. The boys
jumped off and the girls fell off. Gwadys broke
her leg but there were no phones in those
days and Mr Larter was the only teacher so he
couldn’t leave us. Gwadys had to sit there for
the rest of the day with a broken leg. I don’t
know how she put up with it.”
There were about 60 students in the classroom
in the 1930s, with a removable partition in the
middle to divide and junior and senior sections.
A special treat was when Mr Larter would boil
water in an old kerosene tin over the school fire
and make hot cocoa for the children.
“We used to look after the garden too. The
school had a beautiful garden in those days.”
Although she is unsure if she stayed to the end
of year 8 at Cudgee, Mrs James did continue
her secondary education at Warrnambool
Technical School before returning home to
work on the farm. She later married Bill James
and worked in Warrnambool and Geelong
and pursued her love of music, singing in local
choirs for more than 30 years.

There is a
very strong
community
feeling.
HEAD TEACHER FROM 1993 TO
1996, ROSS SLOANE, DESCRIBES
CUDGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL AS
“A LITTLE GEM”.
“When I went there I found a very positive
environment and I thoroughly enjoyed my time
at Cudgee,” Mr Sloane said.
“It is a charming old building and a nice place
to go to work, but what is most impressive is
the school community,” he said.
There is a very strong community feeling.
Mr Sloane, who had several senior
appointments at district schools and the
Warrnambool Education Centre, said rural
schools are often the most innovative and
progressive and the students the most
independent.
Cudgee was no exception.
“Some students were from farms and others
would walk or ride their bikes to school. They
were very independent and receptive to ideas,”
he said. “There was a strong sense that we
could achieve things with the excellent parental
help. Parents would be there to read with the
children and on weekends they there with their
tools to maintain the gardens and grounds.
That was why the school had such a good
tone.”
The annual end-of-year concert was a highlight,
as were camps to Port Fairy.

“The school was very strong on literacy but also
on arts and creativity,” Mr Sloane said.
Working under a motif that head teachers or
principals should move on at least every five
years to allow fresh ideas, Mr Sloane left at the
end of 1996.
To this day he keeps a treasured memento
from his days at Cudgee – a hand-made plate
decorated and signed by the students and
presented at his farewell.

• Report card 1965

• From the school loooking down Dwarron Road towards the creek

• Father Brosnon and students burying time capsule

• 1961

• The monkey bars in front of the old bike shed

• Students enjoying a sack race in front of the shelter sheds

