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Welcome to the 6th edition of the
Cudgee Update – Cudgee Primary
School’s community newsletter.

We again invite you to share in some of the
goings on and learning at Cudgee Primary
School through this newsletter. A few of our
parents with Foundation students have been
commenting on how fast the first half of the year
has gone – it’s been a busy and enjoyable one!
Mid year is a key reporting time with end of
semester reports, parent interviews and 3 way
conversations. For us, as teachers, it has been
rewarding to reflect and share with parents how
the new Foundation students have settled into
school and grown so much in such a short time.
The older students have been focused on their
own personal, social and academic goals and it
is a pleasure to have been working with these
students over the years and see them grow and
mature.
Over this term we have hosted and been
involved in a number of events and activities:
• Earlier in the term parents from Cudgee and
surrounding areas participated in the Magic
1-2-3 parenting program.
• We held a breakfast on Walk to School day.

•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Participated in Ambulance Victoria, Pet
Educations and the Royal Flying Doctors
incursions.
Went on local excursions: the 3-6 class to
Mount Noorat and the F-2 class to places
around Cudgee as part of a geography unit.
Junior School council held a Dress Up Day.
Were fortunate to have an author visit from
Melissa Lane as part of the MARC program.
Held our annual Soup Night.
Participated in sporting events including the
Zones Althletic sports, Cross Country and
Winter Sports Days.
Held Gymnastics lessons at the Springers
Stadium in Warrnambool.
And in the last week of school participated in
a concert and workshops with Mike Jackson
renowned ukulele payer and children’s
entertainer.

All in all, it has been an active and rewarding
Term 2. Please read on to find out more about
what has been happening at the school with
reports and articles from different members of
the school community.
If you are lucky enough to have some time off
during the winter school holidays, we wish you a
restful and safe break.

Soup	
  Night	
  F-‐2	
  students	
  made	
  the	
  Focaccia	
  for	
  the	
  Soup	
  Night	
  and	
  3-‐6	
  Students	
  made	
  soups.	
  	
  
Congratulations	
  Pat	
  and	
  Harry	
  for	
  being	
  voted	
  best	
  soup	
  on	
  the	
  night.	
  

LOTE – Auslan
This term we began our LOTE (Language Other Than English) unit which will carry through
into Term 3. The students have been learning Australian Sign Language (Auslan) which is
the language of the deaf community in Australia. We have been fortunate to have had
Mark Gravolin, a fluent signer, teach us this subject. We have learnt all about the process of
hearing and some of the reasons that people in the community have limited or no hearing.
Auslan itself has a different language structure to spoken English in the same way as other
languages do. So far we have learnt: how to say hello, ask how some one is going and
reply, the alphabet so that we can sign our name and other personal pronouns, how to ask
what someone’s name is, the signs for other nouns such as boy, girl, man, woman, farmer
and how to make numbers all the way to 1 million.
It is a wonderfully visual language and
students have enjoyed the challenges,
interesting aspects of and reasons behind
different signs. Mark has introduced us to
the Auslan Sign Bank www.auslan.org.au
which is an online dictionary of signs, as
well as other apps that show short videos
for different signs. We all can’t wait for
next semester’s lessons.

Royal Flying Doctors Visit

Rotary Writing Competition
Thanks to Cheryl from Warrnambool
Daybreak Rotary club for presenting
the awards and book vouchers at
assembly
this week.
Congratulations
to the
winners.!

Magic 1-2-3 Parenting
Program Report
My wife and I recently attended the 1-2-3
Magic & Emotion Coaching course held at
Cudgee Primary School.
Spread over 3 consecutive Thursday
mornings, the course was well attended by
Cudgee parents as well as some from the
wider community. Presented in a lovely,
relaxed and inclusive manner by Marea
Sholly of Centacare the course deals with
the most important job in the world –
Parenting.
Looking at our role as parents, how young
children’s brains work, common family
issues and easy to understand and
implement plans to diffuse instead of
escalate problems the course aims to
teach parents simple and effective
discipline techniques which also allow the
child to improve their own emotional
control.
We would recommend 1-2-3 Magic and
Emotion Coaching to every parent and
thanks again to Cudgee School for hosting,
Marea for presenting and to all those who
attended.
Tom Harrison

Junior School Council Report
Junior School Council have had a successful semester, including the dress up day when
everybody dressed up. They looked fantastic, we were very happy with the turn out and
the imagination used to make the costumes.
We also went to Mount Noorat as an educational fun trip because we had been reading,
“I Can Jump Puddles” by Alan Marshal. We walked around the crater and looked around
at the surrounding landmarks. When we came back we all wrote either a narrative, a diary
entry or a recount about the experience. All the students had lots of fun.
The leadership congress was also a great experience for the leadership group because
everyone participated with sharing ideas and interacting with others.
Our leadership group are continuing the idea of
trying to make the path along Cudgee creek. We
have made models and maps to express our ideas
about the project. We are making a movie to show
at the Student Leaders Congress Presentation in the
Lighthouse Theatre. All schools who participated in
the health and wellbeing projects will show their
movies and say a few words about the project.
Junior School Council (Kira Garth, Pat Hewson,
Reuben Knoll-Miller)

Staff Profile: Merran Moir
For those who haven’t met me, my name is Merran Moir and I
teach music and art at a number of schools in the district,
including Cudgee PS. I grew up in a musical family- dad taught
us all to play pipes, and we learnt other instruments as well. We
were always travelling somewhere to play, and there was
always someone playing something in the home! It was a huge
influence as my siblings and I all work in music jobs- my sister a
flute teacher and my brother a professional musician with the
Victoria Police, composer, and now audio engineer for TV and
overseas projects.
I have been teaching at Cudgee for many years now, and love
the extra opportunities small, country schools can offer children.
I was born in the district, and have spent most of my working life
here. My first teaching position was at Melton, and then and then moved back to work at
Caramut, then Warrnambool West. I’ve had a long association with Panmure PS, starting
when our oldest child started there in 1999, and also teach at Nullawarre PS; and work
sessionally at Deakin University.
Working part time in recent years has allowed me to pursue my passion for creative pursuits,
including the completion of my piano exams, and various collaborations with other
musicians. Recent projects include assisting with the children’s choir for Oz Opera, playing
with Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club, and recording tracks for a locally produced sea shanty
album. I also have a significant number of private students learning piano, whistle, guitar
and ukulele.
Community music groups I’ve been active in include Lex’s Shed, Warrnambool Pipe Band,
and Tuniversal in Camperdown. I regularly play at festivals and events with my trio, Likely
Celts and local band Aniar, or in sessions with other musicians. I’m excited by the
opportunity to share connections through music, hence the idea for trying such a group at
Cudgee.
My other interests include organic gardening, cooking, crotchet, living sustainably and
walking my two crazy dogs in the rain.

Upcoming Dates
July 11 - Term 3 begins
July 18/19 – 2017 Enrolment Days
Term 4 - Transition sessions for 2017 Foundation Students
November 25 - Cudgee Night Market, 5-8pm
December 6 - School Concert, 6pm

Transition Information for 2017 Foundation Students

For new families with children in kindergarten this year we invite you to make a
time for a tour of the school to find out more about our education programs.
For students wishing to enrol next year we have enrolment days at Cudgee PS
from 18-19 July. Please contact the school to organise a time during this week
to enrol your child.
During Term 4 we have planned a number of sessions at Cudgee PS to make
for a smooth transition from kindergarten to school.
There are 4 transition sessions with the Foundation-Grade 2 class and 4 extra
‘Clubs’ sessions where we will do some fun cooking and craft activities with
children from Foundation to Grade 6.
Wednesday 12 October: Clubs Session 1
Friday 21 October: Transition – Focus on Literacy
Wednesday 26 October: Clubs Session 2
Friday 4 November: Transition – Focus on Numeracy
Wednesday 9 November: Clubs Session 3
Friday 18 November: Transition – PE & Games
Wednesday 23 November: Clubs Session 4
Tuesday 6 December: Transition – Music & Christmas
Please contact Matt Dodson at the school to let us know if your child will be
attending for planning purposes and so we can put you on the mailing list.

CONTACT	
  US	
  

3	
  Hallowells	
  Road	
   	
  
p:	
  	
  (03)	
  5567	
  6346	
  
Cudgee	
  Victoria	
  3265	
  	
   m:	
  0438	
  659	
  095	
  	
  
e:	
  cudgee.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au	
   w:	
  www.cudgeeps.vic.edu.au	
  
A	
  safe	
  and	
  supportive	
  learning	
  community	
  where	
  every	
  child	
  is	
  
provided	
  with	
  a	
  rewarding	
  and	
  stimulating	
  education.	
  	
  

COMMUNITY MUSIC
IN CUDGEE
Would you like an opportunity to play music with
others?
Every Monday afternoon during Term 3, there will be the
chance to learn and play music in a group setting, at Cudgee
Hall, from
5.15-6.15pm, starting Monday, July 11th.

The aim is to learn music we can play together.
Tunes and songs will be chosen from a shared traditional
repertoire commonly played at jam sessions, folk festivals and
other gatherings around Victoria and beyond.

All acoustic instruments welcome.

All ages welcome.

What you need:
• your instrument and a basic level of skill
• a gold coin donation to cover venue hire

You don’t need an ability to read music!
For more information, phone Merran on 0437 676 454

	
  

	
  

MARC LIBRARY
WORKSHOPS BY MELLISA LANE
Author and Illustrator of ‘The Maremma and the Mermaid’
Mellisa Lane, a local author and illustrator of ‘The Maremma and Mermaid’,
conducted workshops at Cudgee PS on Wednesday June 8th. Mellisa showed the
students the lengthy process involved in producing her wonderful book… from
brainstorming through to the final publication. She brought the beach into the
classroom and provided a range of sensory activities for the younger students. These
sensory activities were lots of fun, with a focus on vocabulary development.
The 3-6 students were inspired to plan their own adventure story. The setting was
Middle Island and they were encouraged to develop their own characters and plot.
Mellisa and I were excited to see the students so eager to get started on their story
plans. Their ideas were very imaginative and descriptive. The students will now
take their story plans and during future MARC lessons will go through the process of
creating their own picture storybook to share with the younger students. They were
certainly motivated and we look forward to reading their finished stories.
All students from Cudgee and Panmure were provided with an extremely meaningful
learning experience and they were certainly engaged throughout each workshop.
Thanks Mellisa for your inspiration! -Mrs Howlett

